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PERILOUS  ADVENTURES 


-OF- 


A  BEAR  HUNTER. 


^hrllling  experience  of  the  writer,  who  In   his 
hunting  has  met  face  to  face  and  slain  many  of 
these  ferocious  animals. 

A  TRUE  STORY. 

PUBLISHED  BY 

FAOEIR    BROS. 

123  Argyle  Street,  Cor.  Bell's  Lane.  • 
halifax,  n.  s. 


Gipe  pah\h\}eri  ppcfaee. 


In  writing  the  following  narrative  the  principal 
object  of  the  narrator  is  to  make  plain  ami  simple  the 
experience  he  has  had,  and  obtained  from  those  asso- 
ciated with  him,  in  hunting  the  largest  and  fiercest  of 
our  wild  beasts,  (with  the  exception  of  the  moose 
which  however  is  not  fierce  and  terrible)  the  Black 
Bear.  In  some  counties  the  animal  abounds  more 
plentifully  than  in  others  of  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia. 

If  it  ^ivere  not  for  the  fear  most  people  entertain 
for  Mr.  Bruin  we  believe,  that  fur  bearing  animal 
would  almost  be  extinct,  l»ut  owing  to  the  fact  that 
fully  eight-tenths  of  the  people  would  rather  not 
encounter  the  king  of  our  forest  wilds  ;  and  of  those 
that  would  have  pleasure  in  this  excit'ng  sport,  per- 
haps net  one-fifth  are  privileged  to  get  near  the 
haunts  of  the  four-footed  king.  Therefore  the  nar- 
rator with  the  assurance  that  many  middle  aged  as 
well  as  j'oung  men  would  enjoy  the  narrative  in 
detail,  dares  to  produce  in  the  following  lines,  the 
history  of  his  experience  and  those  associated  with 
him,  covering  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  and  of 
the  captuj-e  and  encountering  of  twenty-five  bears  : 
there  will  also  be  found  many  points  in  the  habits  and 
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features  of  our  quadruped  king  that  majr  prove 
instructive  to  any  who  are  desirous  of  enjoying  some- 
thing of  the  exciting  sport  to  be  had  m  hunting  the 

ttrt\hT      "•     ^'^   •^^^"^^^  ^'^^-^-^   -quests, 
hat  the  hues  conveying  truth  indeed,  may  be  care - 

iuHy  followed  so   hat  you  may  at  length  fancy  your- 
self in  the  writers  position  with  gun,  hatchet,  knife 
trap,  or  snare,  ready  to  act  the  noble  part  declaring 
that  man  is  predominant  ^' 
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CHAPTER  I. 


MY   FATHER   SEES  TWO   BEARS,   KILLS  ONE. 

Almost  every  school  boy  has  been  urged  to  make 
enquiry  with  regard  to  wild  beasts  of  the  forest,  more 
especially  on  account  of  the  famous  case  of  Braggart 
and  Quickwit,  such  a  grand  exposition  of  cowardice 
and  empty,  vain,  deceitful  braggadocio.  A  fable,  of 
couise,  but  conveying  a  grand  lesson  to  the  young, 
never  to  boast  of  being  able  to  do  what  they  know 
nothing  about  and  have  had  no  experience  with. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  give  to  the  reader  some  inter- 
esting facts  in  the  following  chronol  f^y  of  bear  hunt- 
ing and  shooting.  The  first  to  come  to  my  notice  was 
the  killing  of  a  bear  by  my  ff  cher  when  I  wa,s  quite  a 
young  boy,  in  fact,  only  a  school  boy  of  ten  summers. 
Hunting  was  a  sport  that  father  delighted  in,  especi- 
ally bear,  moose,  otter  and  fox,  for  which  he  seemed 
to  have  only  sufficient  fear  to  keep  him  at  a  safe  dis- 
tance, and  yet  to  engage  in  pursuits  the  most  daring. 
From  early  boyhood  he  delighted  in  traversing  the 
forest  wilds  of  our  country  and  sought  opportunity  to 
become  master  of  our  forest  king.  Tho  first  bear  that 
father  killed  I  recollect  quite  easily.  I  was  attending 
school ;  it  wac  that  season  of  the  year  when  it  seems 
to  the  observer  as  if  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand 
painters  had  been  despatched  from  celestial  worlds 
and    displayed   their 
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uHj,  ovei  hiJl  and  dale,  soanoa  over  lakes  L/i 
tording  stream.,  until  the  brush  mthl       ^^'/"^ 

Autu,::     '        ""  '""''  P'™^""'  '■'  ^'o™  Scotia,  the 
The  very  efficient  breach-loadin..  »m„  „„,  k.- 

the  forest  -"' ''^".^"f "' ^^arted  away  for  a  ramble  in 

the,,,  was  „lx>ut  'o  retu™  l1  ?  ""P"'""' 

so,„eemws  dartinVj        '  ""dWenly  he  beheld 

observedtU    ri  >    v    '"  "  """•"  '^'  >^'>«-«  '»' 

-od  bene!  a'r  Hh::;:-"  "'""'  '"  '"'^'"' 

of  day  neeessita'!,)!  h    .  """«  """■     Tl"  "-"e 

:n  'bfdarj^t;,:?-:'"^ :''':''  t"-" 

Ion«,    t;,e   dry  far  ,„en,"    ,         ,  '"^"'"  '*"'« 

«...e.ted  i jt,::;E  ,da„TL',:"r  *■■:"" 

were  bent  forward  to  whe,-e  in  a  li„l      \  ,  •" 

-b:;tr::e7.::t"trL7xf:fr""T 

similar  experience  it  i^   h«..i  ^      v  "*is  nad  a 

•i'c-Nn.  r-od„eedt    h  te  Ch     de,  Ifi^  "■" ,  -"'«' 
H-i,y,a„din,,„,.i„,,„„/,,f;:f|:™;^:Port. 
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the  hunter's  part  is  indispensable  to  success  (creeping). 
I  can  see  the  form  gliding  along  as  if  on  a  beaten 
path  or  iawn,  the  eagerness  and  ability  at  this  point 
is  shown  in  the  extreme  carefulness  and  a  well  estab- 
lished knowledge  of  what  he  was  trying  to  accom- 
plish. 

At  this  stage  in  creeping  on  bears  the  moments 
seem  as  long  as  hours,  steps  so  slow  and  accurate 
seems  to  over-tax  the  patience,  time  seems  so  long  on 
such  exciting  occasions. 

His  route  lay  first  through  high  swampy-lands, 
t^^ence  a  short  distance  around  the  base  of  a  small 
hill.  With  keen  eye,  quick  ear,  fearless  and  soft  tread, 
through  a  small  thicket,  a  few  paces  more  and  the 
heart  will  be  relieved  of  the  vexed  question  it  has  put 
a  thousand  times  since  the  dark  objects  were  first 
discovered,  viz,,  (success  or  disappointment)  the  bears 
when  last  seen  were  playing  on  the  side  of  a  mountain 
having  nothing  but  shrubbery  in  which  to  conceal 
both  man  and  beast.  Fortunately  a  semi-base  of  the 
mountain  projected  between  the  pursued  and  pursuer, 
thus  affording  natural  cover  while  approaching  more 
closely  the  object  of  his  pursuit. 

By  this  time  the  sun  had  lowered  sufficient  for  the 
peak  of  the  mountain  to  throw  off  the  powerful  rays 
removing  a  serious  obstacle,  the  r'^ader  may  have 
noticed  how  difficult  it  is  to  see  an  object  lying 
directly  in  range  and  beneath  the  rays  of  the  sun, 
especially  whpn  shiaing  out  of  a  clear  sky.  Having 
reached  the  base  of  the  mountain  a  few  moments  more 
and  the  case  is  finally  decided,  the  deed  done,  the 
turning  of  a  leaf  at  this  point  alarms  the  hnnter,  it 
seems  as  though  noise  is  more   loud  and  arousing  at  a 
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time  like  this.     How   cautious   he   must  step   now 
Betore  he  decides  to  make  a  step  he  mast  first  see 
that  there  is  nothing  beneath  bis  foot  in  the  form  of 
stick   that  will  break,  or  stone  that  may  move  and 
.  cause  him  to  stumble,  one  miss-step  now  will  spoil  the 
sport.     He  must  now  get  down  and  crawl  on  hands 
and  knees,  the  pulse  seems  to  beat  faster  now  for  fear 
of  disturbing  the  black  forest  gem.  while  a  few  more 
yards  of  the  enemy's   ground  is  ge^.ned.     At  length 
the  spot  IS  reached  from  which  the  deadly  work  must 
be  done,  the  last  place  of  concealment  as   was  calcu- 
lated to  be  close  enough  to  carry  on  the  warfare 

He  must  expose  himself  now.  the   time  has  come 
when  clever  creeping  is  of  no  advantage,  the  gun  is 
primed  and  caped,  pla^-.d   to  his  shoulder  ready  for 
action      Gradually  rising  he  gazes  in  the  direction  he 
expects  to  see  the  object  of  his  last  hours  toil,  and  to 
his  entire  satisfaction  discovers  himself  placed  within 
gun-shot  of  two  bears.     Just   at   this   moment   the 
bears  seem  to  have  a  faint  knowledge  of  an  approach- 
ing loe,  for  at  the  moment  father  arose  one  of  the  two 
oars^  sprang  on    top   of  a   rock  just   as  though   he 
woula  see  and  tell  the  other,  acting  as  if  someone  had 
whispered   in    his  ear   that  the   enemy  was  at  hand 
No  shaking,  nervous   form,    but   a   detennination   to 
conquer,  the  arm  that  holds  tlie  gun  pointing  at  the 
bear  may  justly  be  regarded  as  steady  and  fearless  as 
ever  held  firearms  before  a  foe.    The  trigger  is  drawn 
the  gun  discharged,   the  intervening  space  filled  with 
smoke,    the    report    re-echoing    in    the    distance    a 
moment  later  and  the    bear   is  seen    t.ying  to  dmg 
1  self  away  in  the  direction  of  its  playmate,  which  by 
this  time  had  fied  to  a  convenient   .<vnd  safe  distance 
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^'vinor  vent  to  a  shrill  howl  or  growl  so  unpleasant  to^ 
the  ear  of  those    who  have  no   delight  in  ir>eeting  Mr. 
Brum.     The   bear  had  been   struck  in  the  loin,   thus 
^Jisabling  it  still  not  killing  it  outright.     But  quick  as 
theoldtime   shot-gun  could   be  loaded   t'atheF  had  it 
done  and   another  sight    taken,  the  gun  discharged,, 
this  time  the  .shot  goes  in  at  the  back  of  the  neck  and 
lodges  under  the  lower  jaw.     Tlie  l»ear  is    dead,    the 
sun    is  set,  yonder   in  the   shady  thicket  is   another 
bear  waiting  for  its  companion  now  lying  silent  from, 
which  Slumber  it  should  never  awaken.     We  must 
therefore   leare  the   waiting   bear  yonder  to   pro'^l 
alone   through    river   dale   and   forest   glen,    having: 
for  the  last  time  played  with  its  mate. 

We  must  follow  in  detail  what  uas  done  vith  the 
bear  that  was  killed.     To.  be  in  the  forest  with   the 
dead  body  of  a  bear  as  your  canipanion.  the  dull  grey 
clouds  of  a  western  sky    looking  scornfully  upon  you.. 
the    rumbling   noise  of  streams  as  they   unceasingly 
whispering  in  the  hunter's  ear,  the  day  far  spent,  the 
swoop   of  tV.o   hawk,    the   occasional    chirp  of    birds> 
perched  for  the  night  betoken  the  fact  that  all  nature 
seeks  rest.     But  the  unfinished   sport  must  be  com 
pleted.     The  bear  proved  to  be  a  small  one  weighing, 
about  eighty  pounds  wlren  cleaned.     Fathwr   openecJ 
the  bear,  took  out  the  contents  and  carried   it  to  the 
lake  Doat,  thence  by  lake  and  stream  until  he  reached 
the  main  road,  from  whence  he  carried  it  a   half-mile- 
to  the  shore  of   B.  Bay.     He   had  then  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  to  row,  landing  at  a  pofnt  about  a  .fuarter 
of  a  mile   from  home   where  he  finally  carried   it  for 
the  last  time.     The  reader  may  fustly  imagine  that 
we  were  growing  exceedingly  aiixious  about  father,  it 
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^eingf  then  far  into  the  night.  Mother  had  grown  so 
'Anxious  that  she  summoned  a  host  of  the  neighbours 
;to  go  in  setirch  of  father,  the  supposed  lost  hunter. 
They  had  gathered  at  father's  house  to  get  ideas  and 
determine  the  route  most  iik^Iy  to  find  traces  of  the 
•lost  hunter  They  would  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
-an  outing  which  would  have  been  enjoyed  by  some  of 
•them,  from  what  I  know  of  his  manner  of  travelling 
through  forest  wilds.  I  would  have  nearly  as  much 
•contideuce  in  an  expedibiun  starting  to  Hnd  a  lead- 
pencil  mislay ed  by  an  arctic  explorer  in  arctic 
regions. 

It  was  now  about  half  past  nine  o'clock,  the  stars 
■shining  but  no  moon.  The  relief  party  was  calculat- 
ing to  start  when  someone  heard  footsteps  passing, 
every  bod  3''s  attention  was  drawn  and  a  moment  later 
the  door  is  opened,  the  supposed  lost  hunter  arrives, 
the  more  anxious  and  excited  are  ready  to  meet  him 
•at  the  door,  the  reader  may  justly  fancy  that  I  was 
not  a  great  way  off  myself.  But  something  is  bang- 
ing over  his  back  and  shoulders  and  a  universal  shout 
resounds— a  bear. 

After  inspecting  the  splendid  fur  of  this  young 
•animal  we  gathered  around  father  to  hear  him  relate 
his  experience  and  perilous  adventure.  Having  heard 
it  a*  hereinbefore  stated,  the  reader  may  fancy  the 
pleasure  1  had  in  relating  the  same  to  my  school- 
mates next  day,  my  feeling,  exultant  as  it  was  is  best 
described  in  an  extract  from  Bingia  on  the  Rhine, 
written  by  Caroline  E.  Morton,  (My  heart  leaped 
forth  to  hear  him  tell  of  struggles  tierce  and  wild.) 
Some  people  dread  the  black  bear  as  much  as  the 
African  lion,  the  East  Indian  tiger,  or  the  American 


•fongdhe  region  where  ,„y  f.«,er  killed  the  fi,^ 
hear  and  not  far  fronr  where  .  „  heve  seen-  an,l  Hn  1 
n>.ny  «nce      As  he  saontered    alTn^  1  ^^1 

11      11       ^'^     ^'"  t>''other-ir>-lav.   toJd   me    that 


CHAPTER  II. 

father's  friend  deserts  him  while  in  the  act  op 
killing  a  bear. 

A  short  time  elapsed  when  the  excitement  was 
aroused  again,  this  time,  father  haa  a  friend  with 
him,  who  had  been  away  from  his  native  country  a 
good  while,  and  in  relating  his  experience  on  southern 
sea  and  in  southern  lands,  he  had  caused  his  people  to 
believe  that  what  would  daunt  him  would  be  useless 
for  mortals  to  attempt  to  face.  Being  very  much 
about  our  place  he  became  quite  intimate,  so  that 
when  the  hunting  sea-ion  arrived  he  was  considered  a 
partner  in  the  sport.  The  time  arrived  for  the 
hunters,  viz.  (father  and  his  friend,  whom  we  shall 
name  a  sailor  in  this  narrative)  to  put  down  their 
traps  ;  thus  at  an  appointed  time  they  went  into  the 
forest  to  set  the  traps,  appointing  a  day  when  they 
would  visit  them  again. 

The  time  arrived,  and  they  started  for  the  day's 
sport,  the  route  lay  up  streams,  across  lakes,  over 
mountains  and  through  deep  dark  valleys ;  a  fine 
specimen  of  ail.  They  had  gone  some  miles  up 
lakes  and  streams,  when  crossing  a  part  of  one  of  our 
largest  lakes,  the  sailor  called  father's  attention  to 
whit  he  called  a  moose,  the  animal  having  just 
emerged  from  the  thicket  to  the  frcat  of  a  mountain. 
Father  called  the  sailor's  moose  a  bear  and  began  to 
plan  for  the  sport  of  killing  it.     They    watched  the 
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movement  of  Bruin  a  little  while,  and  concluded  that 
he  was  movin^^  in  a  direction  that  would   cross  their 
path.     They  calculated  the  distance  and  time  it  would 
teke  both  man   and  beast  to  reach  a  certain    place 
father  bem^r  well  acquainted  v.ith  the  localiiy  took 
the  lead,  the  bold  and  daring  sailor  foIlowin(r;  .rivintr 
vent  to  many  expressions  to  strencrthen  father's  con"- 
fidence  in  him.     At   length    they    reached  the  place 
effected  a  landing  with  the  necessary  arrangements' 
their  arms   consisting  of  one    gun,   (muzzle-loadino^ 
shot-gun)  hatchet  and  sheath  knife.     Father  knovMn" 
the  pathway  that  would  thwart  that  of  Bruin,  started 
on  the  way;    having  gone  as   stealthily  as   possible 
with  the  usual  speed  when  travelling,  calls  for  much 
accurate  and  precise  stepping.     The  time   for  special 
preparations    had    arrived,   the    conversation    which 
until  now,  had  passed  in  the  usual  undertone  common 
to  the  hunter ;  was   reduced   to    that  of   whispering 
Having  decided  to  load  the  gun  with  a  special  char"e 
tor  the  occasion,  a  second  charge   was  meted  out  to 
the  sailor,  who  as  it  was  understood  should  hold  it 
ready  for   instant  use.     This  being  done  the  sailor 
assured  father  that  he  would  not  desert   him  durin.r 
the  conflict,  that  he  had  the  staying  qualities  required 
on  such  an  occasion,  having  as   previously  stated  the 
second  supply  of  munitions,  sheath  knife,  and  sundry 
fixtures  in  connect-on  with  the  same.     Father   being 
the  recognized  gunner  led  the  way  on,  passing  through 
some   swamp  thicket,  led  ou   over  some    little   hiMs 
which  rising  one  above  the  other  as  they  do,  literally 
ton II  a  mountain. 

The  ascent  had   scarcely  begun    when    they  were 
rewarded    by    the   appearance  Bruin   just  emerging 
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from  the  thicket,  into  the  path  going  from  them, 
father  heing  prepared  for  an  immediate  attack, 
observed  that  the  work  was  to  be  instant,  owing  to 
the  zig  zag  form  of  the  path  ;  being  within  shooting 
distance  at  once  took  aim  and  fired  ;  the  instant  he 
fired  Bruin  fell,  made  a  summers.-*ult,  down  a  little 
hill  towards  th»m,  and  fell  among  some  small  maple 
trees  just  large  enough  tor  the  power  of  Bruin  to  act 
upon  with  good  ett'ect.  The  shot  although  proving 
fatal  had  not  killed  Bniin  instantly,  leaving  strength 
enough  in  him  to  sho'v  the  hunter,  that  his  embrace 
is  not  one  to  be  desired.  The  brave  sailor  referred  to 
must  have  exhausted  the  last  of  his  courage  on  the 
southern  seas  in  raging  tempests  or  surging  waves, 
otherwise  must  have  regarded  this  engagement  more 
perilous  and  attended  with  inci-eased  danger  ;  for  the 
moment  he  observed  the  bear  falling,  and  tumbling 
around,  he  ran  at  full  speed,  down  the  hill  into  the 
valley,  shouting  to  father  to  follow.  We  remember 
having  in  our  reading  exercises  in  early  school  days, 
a  fable  of  an  encounter  with  wild  betists,  by  Braggart 
aiK^  Quick  wit, — Braggart  boasting  of  what  he  could 
and  would  do  in  the  event  of  an  engagement.  He 
would  stand  by  his  friend  Quickwit  like  a  man.  The 
fablous  engagement  came  and  Braggart  being  light 
and  nimble  climbed  a  tree,  leaving  his  friend  Quick- 
wit,  who  is  represented  as  stout  and  unable  to  climb, 
to  face  the  foe  alone.  In  the  case  before  us  the 
Braggart  of  this  narrative  ran  away,  carrying  with 
him  the  ammunition  that  liad  been  prepared,  and 
also  the  cutting  implidients.  Just  fancy  father's 
feelings  for  a  moment,  the  situation  he  was  placed  in, 
not  o'.ilv  the  stalwart  arm  forsaking  him.  but  it  tieeing 


16 

with    the   only   means   of  reh'ef  th«f   «     u  u 
insfanM,,      u    L  leiiei   tnat   could  be    used 

near,,  eo^t'",:  X  ^X  Jf^T-  tT'    ''' 

the  be.,  »?d'::"?  '  r^."  *'™  .""^  '«'"'  how  of 
which  must  be  r.  1.7  '''^'"™  '°'''^''"  '»; 
«hore.     H    deolilT,  '"'.'"^r '•">"■■'«  "  '"  'he  lake 

h-t.ejt:iTerr:r;Mr",e- 

lathers  exneripnna   k^  "uum  ^o.     l<rom 

intending  to  takp  fh«  «  ^  ^^Ke  the  intestines  out, 
they  ca4d  the  pr t  ^^  ^^  ?.  '''''  '^'"»  ^^^^ 
recently  dise.bX  TiL^^'^LlTuJl^^^^'^.^  ^^ 
to  go  no  further  thnf   ^  '  ^  ^''  '^''^^  ^^c^^eo 

aay  to  get  home,  more  especiallv  as  th^„  K      .u 
carcass  of  a  hpn,.   *^  i   •  .      *'v   as  they  hau  the 

«u   iaKes   and  streams   a  goodly  shar*.      TU 

'ake.taef.^     :S  .f,!  ™T;-  f^-^or  offered  w 
K  .    own  stream  in  a  lake  scow.     Father 
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consented,  the  sailor  landed  him  on  the  lake  shore 
just  before  reaching  the  stream.  The  sailor  and  his 
now  silent  shipmate  started  down  stream.  Having 
shot  the  first  rapid  successfully  the  second  was 
reached  but  a  different  aspect  is  presented,  the  boat 
■cau;^ht  iibout  center  swinging  around  side  to  the 
angry  waters  which  almost  instantly  turned  her  over, 
throwing  her  two  occupants  into  the  turbulant 
stream.  A  shout  of  ship-wreck  rang  through  the 
woods.  Father  heard  it  and  came  to  the  rescue  and 
assisted  in  getting  the  boat  righted  and  her  former 
<':eight  on  board,  sfcartetl  her  on  her  way.  Having 
landed  without  any  more  disasters  they  proceeded  on 
to  the  head  of  Darge  Bay,  where  they  again  took  a 
boat  dir^-'ct  for  home.  They  arrived  home  just  a 
short  while  after  (he  scholars  came  from  school  in 
the  evening,  thus  affording  privilege  for  a  great  many 
children  as  well  as  adults  to  see  what  was  and  is, 
quite  uncommon  for  that  village,  a  bear. 

When  they  dressed  the  carcass  it  weighed  two 
hundred  pounds.  The  day  following  the  pelt  and 
carcass  were  taken  to  market  whe^e  they  were  dis- 
posed of  for  a  fair  price.  The  proceeds  were  divided ; 
ending  one  of  the  most  exposing  test  cases  of  courage, 
and  warning  father  like  that  oi*  the  fabulous  Quick- 
wit,  never  to  trust  a  boaster  again. 
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My  first  experience  in  bear  hunting  was  quite 
different  to  that  related  in  the  preceeding  pages  of 
this  chronology  of  bear  hunting.  I  was  about  thirteen 
years  old  whfen  father  decided  to  build  a  wooden  bear 
trap  or  deadfall;  promising  me  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending it.  Although  it  was  in  January  of  that  year 
when  the  winter  weather  is  rather  severe,  that  we 
built  the  trap ;  there  was  nevertheless  an  unusual 
■amount  of  pleasure  and  anticipated  sport  in  it  for  me. 
Which  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  really  transpired. 

The  place  where  we  built  the  trap  had  in  the 
•course  of  his  hunting  been  regarded  by  father  as  a 
prime  place  to  catch  bears.  Having  seen  indisputable 
signs  of  Bruin's  annual  visits  to  these  regions  Also 
being  centrally  located  added  to  the  value  of  the  site 
for  a  bear  trap.  Situated  on  the  top  of  C.  Mountain, 
a  kind  of  plateau  formed,  covered  with  spruce  «nd 
juniper  trees  of  ordinary  si^e,  standing  as  if  in  an 
artificial  bed  of  moss  of  the  short  solid  kind. 

The  approach  to  this  spot  was  filled  with  shrubbery, 
then  a  taller  kind  of  tree  and  so  on  until  I  the  place 
seemed  to  be  walled  in,  the  trees  inside  this  circle 
having  great  tuffts  at  the  top,  caused  the  place  to 
appear  when  inside  like  a  dungeon.  About  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  south  f^um  this  spot  standing  out  majestically 
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the  mountain   ended  abruptly,   the  top  at  this   nomfr 
being  partly  the   flat  base  cliff,   part   covered  with   a 
low  shrub  called  by  hunters  lamb  poison.     This  peak 
i«  elevated  so  that  six  or  seven  miles  from  seashore  a* 
rt  ,s  situated,  vessels  may   be  seen   passing  up  and 
»k>wn  the  coast,  a  panorama  indeed;   from  the  many 
signs  that  are  given  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  black 
monarch  of  the  forest  spent  many  sunny    hours  on 
this  monatam  top.  where  he  could  see  all  that   ap- 
proached  the  place,  or  take  scent  of  the  same  as  it  i= 
quite  evident  that  he  depends  more  on  his  powers  of 
scent  than  sight      With  the   above   and   many  other 
•    7'^""7  ^^  h'«  '^'^""^J  Presence  we  engaged  the  task 
ot  building  the  trap.     We  were  not  very  long  getting 
^  ready,  materials  being  handy   and  of  g.od  quality 
VVe  therefore  soon    had  made   what  we  regarded   a 
death  warrant  for  either  man   or  beast  that  meddled 
with  It  in  the  manner  intended  when  setting 

The  accompanying  picture  of   a  bear  in  a  dead-fall 
or  trap    will    sho^v  the    reader  the    kind   referred  t. 
atK)ve.     Having  completed    the  job  of   building  the 
trap   we    waited    patiently    the  arrival  of   spring  to 
umke  use  of  it.     About  the  first  of  May  in  that  y^ar 
we  bated  and  lifted  the  trap  stick  inviting  the  black 
forest  king  to  the  newly  prepared  .juarters  to  taste  of 
the  dainty  mess    prepared   for  his   majesty  only      A 
space  ot  about  four  days  usually    intervened  between 
visits.     I  began  to  visit  it  alone,  the  reader  can  fancv 
my  feeling  attending  a  bear   trap  at  the  age  of  four- 
een.     I  reccollect  in  approaching  it  I  could  see  the 
end  ot  the  dead  stick  a  good  distance  ofl'  by  getting  on 
a   arge  rock  which    acf.ed  as  a  kind  of   fore-warning 
whether  Bruin  had  visited  it  or  no*t.     I  remember  pa/- 
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in^  the  trap  several  visits  without  any  sign  of  Bruin 
When  nearly  about  the  time  to  stop  for  that  season  I 
went  to  vis,t  it  and  when  I  got  upon  the  large  rock 
a^  usual  the  dead  stick  was  lost  to  view.  I  at  once 
made  up  my  mind  that  the  reward  of  my  many  un- 
successful trips  was  firmly  fastened  in  those  awful 
jaws  whose  griip  appearance  betokens  death  to  the 
most  formidable  forest  foe. 

I  came  down  off  the  rock  as  quick  as  possible  and 
prepared  for  an  encounter,   if  such   should  b^   in    'ue 
case  ,  but  to  my  surprise  clever  Bruin  had  climbed  in 
over  the  side  wall  at  the  back  part  near  the  third  or 
bait  tree,  making   use  of  the  dainty  mess  that   was 
harfgmg  in  an  enticing  manner  and  without  leavincra 
complementry  ticket  repaired  to  his  forest  haunts  "  I 
could   not   raise  the   dead   stick   alone   it   being  so 
exceedingly  heavy,  and   for  reasons  I   cann-     explain 
nere,  it  was  never  set  again. 

I  visited  the  place  about  fifteen  years  later  in 
company  with  a  brother  and  found  the  ruins  a 
decayed  mass  almost  covered  with  moss. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


THE  DISCOVERY  OF  BEAR  DEN,  IN  WHICH  FATHER  AND  I 
KILL  A  LARGE  BEAR. 

The  next  experience  I  had  with  the  forest  king 
was  vastly  different  to  those  related.  It  is  remark- 
able thp  varity  of  sport  that  can  be  had  with  Bruiu. 
I  shall  endeavor  to  relate  my  experience  of  an 
engagement  with  Bruin  in  a  den.  Six  or  seven  years 
had  passed  away  during  which  time  father  had  moved 
to  another  village.  Joining  a  couple  of  cousins  of 
about  my  age,  we  set  out  for  a  good  time  hunting, 
prepared  tor  shooting  and  snaring.  Taking  with  us 
provisions  for  nearly  a  week  we  started  away,  having 
the  trip  for  the  most  part  geographically  planned. 
We  were  destined  to  an  old  camp  that  had  been  built 
a  number  of  years  before,  the  distance  being  five  miles 
from  home. 

We  reached  the  old  log  camp  safely  and  in  time 
to  make  ample  provisions  for  the  nipht  which  was 
speedily  coming  on.  Had  luncheon  served  and  began 
to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  camp  quarters.  On  the 
following  day  we  started  out  setting  snares  and 
shooting  all  of  wild  foul  that  did  honor  to  the 
gunner,  that  we  met  with  in  our  course.  As  we 
travelled  around  regardless  of  forest  wilds  we 
frequently  extended  our  route  m  different  parts  of 
the  surrounding  country.  When  about  tha  last  day 
we  were   there    we   uiuUe    a  special   circuit    which 
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required  the  entire  day.     Going  through  some  wooded 
s«ramps   w,th  small   hills    r.sing  in  the   centre,   and 
covered  vv'ith  a   mixture  of  spruce,  fir,  juniper,   and 
birch,  thickly  hlled  with  alder  and  withrod.     Pas-incr 
along  through   the   dense   mass   with  the  shades   of 
mght  faiHng  the  reader  may  fancy  my  surprise  when 
I  found  myself  suddenly  stepping  out  of  the  thicket 
on  a  heap  of  newly   removed  ground      We  inspected 
the  place  thoroughly  and  decided  that  Mr.  Bruin  was 
about  to  construct   a  winter   palace  there.     The   site 
was  chosen  on  the  southern  or  sunny  side  of  the  hill 
A   poplar  tree  had   blown   out  in  a   norta   westerly 
direction  with  two  roots   attached  to   the  under  part 
standing   vertically,    forming    the  capital   letter   A 
Here    between  the    two  roots    Bruin  had  exercised 
his  might  in  removing  the  earth  to  the  extent  of  five 
or  SIX  feet    by  three  or  four  of   a  solid   mass,  quite  a 
good  job  of   earthwork   considering  the  tools  in  use 
and  reflecting  honor  on  the  quadruped  architect 

Taking  a  careful  survey  of  the  locality  we  depart- 
ed determined  to  revisit  the  place  as  soon  as  we  were 
sure  that  Bruin  had  gone  to  bed  for  the  winter 
Ihree  or  four  weeks  had  elapsed  before  we  started 
to  rev-isitthis  wonder  of  the  age,  the  discovery  havina 
served  as  a  splendid  text  for  teasin^. 

Resolved  that  nothing  of  that%ort  should  dis- 
courage us,  one  cusin  came  with  me  and  we  started 
out  for  the  den.  Arriving,-  in  the  locality  where  the 
den  should  be  we  experienced  some  difficulty  in  find- 
ing It.  Having  made  several  circuits  without  success 
we   were   about    to   abandon    the   affair    when    we 


deeded   to  give  it  one  more  trial,  and   in   doing 
found  the  den.     From  the  a 
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ppearance  Mr.  Bruin  had 
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TOot  returned  from  the  time  of  our  first  visit  and 
•discovery.  Satisfied  that  we  had  found  the  place  at 
first  discovered  and  that  it  was  an  uninhabited  l^ear 
den  we  retui'ued  home  only  to  get  a  liberal  share  of 
teasing. 

About  a  year  passed  away  during  which  the  talk 
■of  bears  and  bear  dens  had  been  utterly  silenced. 
The  time  of  j'ear  had  arrived  when  we  naturally 
•suppose  that  bears  have  gone  into  winter  quarters 
and  have  already  slumbered  a  good  while  of  the  long 
^leep  that  none  but  the  infinite  and  supernatural  can 
•explain  in  detail.  We  had  been  exceedingly  busy 
all  through  the  autumn  scarcely  loosing  a  moment,  to 
my  surprise  one  evening  father  sugojested  that  he  and 
.1  should  go  next  morning  to  visit  the  den  found  more 
than  a  year  ago  Heartily  responding  to  father's 
request  we  at  once  began  to  prepare  for  the  trip, 
which  should  begin  as  early  as  possible  on  the 
morrow.  In  accordance  with  the  proposition  the 
night  before  we  were  awake  early  next  morning, 
affording  us  ample  tin»e  to  reach  the  den  and  return 
by  night. 

We  started  off  at  a  good  rate  and  in  a  couple  of 
hours  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  den ;  the  reader 
may  not  be  able  to  realize  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  a 
small  hole  in  the  €arth  in  one  particular  place  in  a 
wooded  country  where  hundred.^  of  acres  bear  the 
«ame  appearance.  I  determined  to  exhaust  the  last 
effort  in  trying  to  locate  the  den  ;  as  we  approached 
the  thicket  the  grounds  seeff  ^»d  to  possess  the  appear- 
ance as  I  fiad  forseen  them  on  the  way  going  back. 
We  had  not  far  to  go  now  if  in  the  right  locality; 
the  trees  seemed    to  be  the  right  size,  quality   and 
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rfenoiiiifafeion,  the  underbrush  too  afeo  seemed  to  be 
of  the  right  kind.     We   were   ascending  a   small  hil> 
when    srxidenly    we    beheld    places    indicating   the 
gathering   of  leaves.      Father  suggested   at   once  a 
bear's  wark  and  a&ked  me  if  we  were  getting  close  to 
the  den.    Just  then  I  could   see  through   the   alders- 
the  tcp  end  of  the  blown  out  poplak-  under  which  the 
den  must  lay   if  we  were   in  the   right  locality,   the 
mouth  of  the  den  opened  in  a  southerly  direction  and 
we  approached  it  from  a  northerly  direction,  bringing- 
«s  some  ten  or   fifteen  j'ards   from  the  mouth  o**  the 
den.     From  the  time  we  saw  signs  of  Bruin  we  crept 
very  cautiously  and  as  noiselessly  as  possible  to  the 
above  named  position  and  had  just  halted  when  some 
laurels    hanging    down  over  the   den   moved   quite 
freely.     We  both  noticed  this  evidence  of  an  inmate 
at  on;;e.     Father  having  the  gun  got  ready  for  active 
service  ;  the  class  of  gun  a  light  muzzle  hading  shot 
gun.     My  firearms  consisted  of  a  large  new  axe  of 
four  and  one-half  pounds.  We  were  not  long  conclud- 
ing that  the  best  method  to  avoid  a  loss  of  this  great 
sport,   would  be  for   me  to  go  out   on  the  den   and 
have  the  first  blow  as  his  black  inajesty  pushed  out 
from    winter  quarters,  giving   the  gunner  the  next 
chance  if  required  :  all  this  had  been  said  and  planned 
m  a  few  seconds,  and  we  were   satisfied   we  had   *.he 
right  plan  if  carried  out  accordingly.     During  this 
talk  I  had  been  standing  with  my  hand  on  father's 
shoulder,  he  being   almost  in  a  sitting  posture.     The 
pen  can't  do  justice  to  the   feelings  of  the  hunter  at 
this  vital  moment,  there  seems   to  be  a  rushing  of 
various   sensations  to  one  vital   centre   and   as  they 
meet  they  strive  for  the  mastery.     A  thought,  shall  I 
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kill  the  enemy  at  first  shot,  will  the  {jun  do  her  duty ; 
the  danger  of  a  dautaged  cap ;  knowing  also  that  if 
wounded  and  not  disabled  the  beast  will  naturally 
•endeavor  1,0  pounce  down  u|)on  hiia.  He  may  at  this 
point  foresee  himself  a  victim  to  the  paw  and  tusks  of 
the  foref.t  king.  Lastly  and  above  all  the  exultant 
position  v>f  conqueror  supports  him  and  he  rushes  01. 
to  the  very  jaws  of  death  out  of  which  he  wrenches 
the  object  of  his  sport. 

I  made  a  step  to  go  out  on  the  don  and  that 
instant  the  bear  pushed  his  nose  out  far  enough  for 
fathei  to  see  his  sparkling  eye.  Father  wtts  ready 
and  fired  which  was  a  great  surprise  <»  me,  having 
turned  from  him  bui  a  second  before.  However  I 
hurried  down  to  the  den,  there  met  my  gaze  the  fore> 
shoulders,  neck  and  head  of  a  bear,  uncovered  and  in 
such  agony  that  he  could  not  raise  his  head  from 
•earth,  the  meantime  making  a  dull  gurgling  s.mnd. 
As  the  head  of  Uie  beast  rolled  to  u,a<'  fro  I  called 
to  father  that  I  thought  it  was  small  and  no  need  of 
■delay.  I  took  hold  of  it  by  the  ears  and  endeavored 
to  draw  it  from  the  den,  but  of  no  avail,  we  were 
obliged  to  make  a  rope  of  twisted  rods  and  fasten 
them  to  the  forepaws  of  the  animal,  requiring  even 
then  all  the  power  we  had  to  remove  him  from  the 
den.  There  lay  one  of  the  finest,  largest  and  fattest 
specimens  of  our  forest  king,  the  monster  dead, 
conquered  by  his  natural  foe.  There  lay  limbs  and 
paws,  the  death  warrant  for  all  that  is  natural  in 
man ;  tusks  when  clasped  might  be  regarded  as  a 
maro.moth  forceps,  a  muscular  mass  of  strength,  well 
proportioned  by  the  supernatural  that  has  framed 
this  monarch  of  forest  wilds. 
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The   animal  had  tilled  the  hole  so  complete   that 
tliere  v-as  no  room  to   spare.     By  this   time   it   was- 
beginning  to  storm.     I  was    anxious  to  get  the   bear 
home   whole.     Father  said    he  bad    no  faith  in   our 
getting   the  bear  home  any  other  way  than   clearie<* 
and  in  pieces,  however  he  gratihed  my  request.     We 
thereupon    fastened    the   legs   together,    put   a   pole- 
through  and  endeavored  to  lift  the  carcass,  but  could 
not  get  it  clear  of  the  ground.     Observing  that   we 
had  but  littl.j  day   before  us  we  very  soon  had  the 
animal    skinned  and  quartered.     Father  carried  the 
pel^   and  I   carried  a   hind  quarter,  it    was   quite  a 
pleasant  surprise  to  those  at  home  when  we  appeared 
before  them  with  the  proof  of  o.r  success.     The  news, 
spread  very  rapidly  calling  the  attention  of  a  number 
of  the  neighbors.     The   next  morning  the  force  was 
stren^ihened    by  two   or  three   cousins  who  enjoyed 
the  trip  to  the  den  very  ranch.     Arriving  at  the  den 
we  found  it  presented  a  .scrt  of  victualling   establish- 
ment, to  see  the  quarters   of  dressed    meat   hanging 
around,  and  many  places  on   the  ground  betokened 
the   slaughter  of   the  day  before.     As  we  explained 
the  battle   in  detail  the   remaining   portions  of   the 
carcase   were   cut  up  so   that  each   one  would    have 
semething  to  carry.     Our  principal   object  in  getting 
the  carcase   out  of   the   forest   was   to   enable  us  to 
weigh  it.     Not  including   the  pelt   it  weighed    three 
hundred  and  eighty-five   pounds.     This    was   one  of 
the   finest  furred   and  fattest   animals  we   have  ever 
killed. 


CHAPTER   VII. 


MY   FATHER    AXD     I    RECEIVE    ADVICE    OK    A    MAN    IS 

OUR   BEAR   TRAP,   AND   START   AWAY   Ai'   NIGHT] 

TO  TAKE   HIM   OUT. 

The  most  fearful  experience  I  have  had  was  that 
of  expecting  to  take  a  man  out  of  a  bear  trap  at 
night. 

Arriving  home  long  after  sun.^et  one  evening  the 
alarming  news  awaited  me  of  the  expectancy  of  a 
man  being  in  our  bear  trap  which  was  setting  at  J 
swamp  ab'^ut  four  or  five  miles  fro  home.  The 
alarming  >  ews  originated  with  two  gentlemen  who 
had  been  cut  in  our  forest  shooting.  They  travelled 
around  in  various  directions  rinding  game  .scarce. 
The  wind  was  blowing  from  the  north-west,  and  had 
during  the  day  increased  to  a  moderate  gale.  The 
two  gentlemen  referred  to,  while  strolling  carelessly 
around,  came  into  the  heavy  wooded  forest  known  as 
P.  Hill,  and  while  tnere,  heard  as  they  reported  an 
exceedingly  weird  and  uncanny  sound,  tlie  shrieks 
indicating  a  man  in  distress.  So  aoleful  was  the 
sound  that  they  proceeded  on  for  home  (whether 
stricken  with  fear  or  not  I  leave  it  for  the  reader  to 
decide,)  arriving  at  or  before  sunset.  The  unwelcome 
report  was  borne  to  father  by  a  worthy  gentleman 
who  spoke  in  deepest  tones  of  sympathy  for  both 
hunter  and  victim,  and  strongly  advised  that  the 
least  possible  delay  be  made  in  endeavoring  to  release 
the  sufferer     I  reached  home  shortly  after  the  .serious 
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news  had  been  delivered,  only  to  hear  ifc  with  the 
most  sincere  regret,  while  yet  entertaining  a  taint 
hope  that  providence  would  graciously  intervene  and 
render  the  report  unfounded. 

I  began  to  investigate  the  report  iinmediatfsly  and 
from  what  I  gained  in  that  respect,  caused  the  case 
to  grow  more  serious  in  my  opinion.  The  direction 
of  the  wind  and  their  position  when  they  heard  as 
they  suspected,  the  shrieks  of  a  doomed  man,  all 
seamed  to  make  it  more  clear,  that  we  had,  fastened 
in  the  solid  grip  of  those  awful  jaws,  a  poor  suffering 
fellow  man. 

Oh  awful  thought,  a  burden  unbearable  to  feel  the 
guilt  of  catching  a  human  being  in  a  steel  bear  trap 
and  keep  him  fastened  there  untill  life  ebbed  away  to 
relieve  him  cf  his  suffering.  I  could  not  rest  a 
moment,  I  felt  that  if  anything  was  left  undone  in 
regard  to  relieving  the  suspected  sufferer,  his  blood 
would  cry  out  ^rom  the  ground.  Besides  the  expres- 
sions of  sir  oere  regret  rendered  by  father,  I  could 
see  in  his  countenance  that  he  was  deeply  anxious 
and  was  ready  for  any  call  to  relieve  the  sufferer. 

Night  had  strewn  her  dark  pall  around  us  ;  the 
stars  looking  down  from  their  exalted  sphere  seemed 
to  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  suspected  sufferer,  while  in 
turn  they  appeared  to  us  to  be  distant  and  unaffec- 
tionate  comforters  to  a  wounded  prisioner  serving  an 
unjust  penalty  in  midst  of  forest  wilds,  it  vcas  dark, 
and  the  thought  of  s-tartiug  out  at  night  ;.o  r^ach  the 
bear  trap  was  regarded  by  some  to  be  quite  unreason- 
able. They  pitied  the  suspected  sufferer,  but  it  was 
regarded  as  increased  misery  when  we  began  to 
arrange  for  this  midnight  stroll.     We   were   advised 


31 


by  some  to  wait  and  start  at  daylight  next  morning ; 
bv  otheis  to  wait  uotill  the  moon  would  nse:  some 
wantej  us  to  wait  untill  we  could  strengthen  the 
party  by  two  or  three. 

We  couldn't  think  of  waiting  a  moment  longer 
than  it  recjuired  to  be  equipped  for  the  trip,  which 
consisted  of  a  little  choice  liquors  to  act  as  a  stimu- 
lant, some  dainty  food,  prepared  to  give  him  if  found 
in  a  condition  to  receive  it,  a  cup  of  cocoa,  etc.  We 
also  provided  nice  cloths  for  bandages,  and  approved 
medicines  to  apply  in  the  event  of  a  broken  or 
lacerated  leg.  Also  a  large  piece  of  heavy  goods  to 
form  a  temporary  cot,  on  which  he  could  be  borne  to 
our  home.  With  the  above  fitout,  two  lanterns  and 
a  snider  rifle,  farther  and  I  started  on  a  mission 
attended  with  anticipated  resulta  the  most  direful. 

Oh  the  many  thougiits,  the  variety  of  ways  that 
the  .sufferer  was  presented  to  the  mind  as  we  travelled 
on  to  his  relief.  How  often  a  b.^'h  betokened  an 
appeal  to  Infinite  power  tt  at  it  might  be  otherwise 
ti.  ,n  a  poor  fello\sraan  fastened  in  thai  awful  clasp. 
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We  seemed  to  feel  his  agony.  I  imagined  the 
the  iiwt'ul  sensation  when  the  great  teeth  of  the  steel 
giant  would  crash  into  thn  marrow.  I  could  hear 
that  natural  exclamation,  (Oh  my  God  I  am  done).  I 
thought  I  could  feel  the  sensation  of  the  benumbed 
foot  as  those  massive  jaws  forced  by  mammoth 
springs  kept  the  vital  liquid  from  its  natural  course. 
I  could  see  his  vain  endeavor  to  get  rid  of  the  heart- 
less monster.  I  seemed  to  feel  the  pain  as  it  shot 
upward  from  the  wounded  and  tortured  leg.  Why 
could  we  not  throw  oft'  those  wierd  and  tireing 
thoughts,  the  atmosphere  appeared  to  be  filled  with 
them,  they  seem  also  to  follow  step  by  step  as  we 
proceeded  on,  The  way  to  the  trap  led  through  soft 
marshy  places,  over  rude  bridges  with  barely  suffi- 
cient covering  to  carry  us  over,  thence  through  rough 
uplands  covered  with  spruce  and  firs,  all  adding  dole- 
I'ulness  to  our  dreary  mission.  The  travelling  was 
bad,  the  road  being  used  in  winter  tiire  only  when 
snow  is  depended  upon  to  make  it  passable.  Thus  in 
•summer  and  autunm  it  is  quite  unsafe  to  travel  and 
especially  at  night  time,  the  stumps,  rocks,  mounds, 
elevated  roots  worn  out  of  the  turf,  or  occasionally  a 
deep  hole  partly  covered  by  the  falling  leaves  or 
broken  limbs,  form  a  terrible  menace  to  travelling 
We  travelled  on  steadily  not  vc-ry  fast,  but  very  care- 
ful, until  we  arrived  at  T.  pond,  where  our  travelling 
became  more  difficult.  Here  the  wide  woods  path 
■ended  and  we  were  obliged  to  follow  for  a  short 
ilistance  a  winding  path  which  had  nearly  grown  over 
from  the  infr^quency  of  travelling,  nevertheless  we 
found  our  way  down  to  the  river,  fording  it  with 
^eat  difficulty  on  account  of  the  raoon  just  rising  and 
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sfiineing  through  the  tall  tree  tops,  throwing  innumer- 
able shadows  on  the  vale  below  and  causing  the  river 
to   appear  full   of  stones  covered    with    black   river 
moss,  when   in  reality  they  -  .re  but  the  shadows  of 
tree  tops.     We   were   fortm.att    enough   to  get   over 
without  tutnbling  in.     There  lay  before  us  a  pathless 
waste,  with  here  and  there   a  bunch   of  spruce   trees- 
standing  close  together   as  if  crouching  down   from 
the  stroke  of  supernatural  power.     The  pale  moon  as- 
she  mounted  the  &ky  seemed  to  lose  her  brightness  as 
we  wearily   passed  on,  it   seemed  more   distant   thai> 
ever   before,  the  shadows   were   made   thrice   dark,, 
numerous  hills  seemed  to  rise  where  there  had    ever 
been  any,  small   rocks  appeared  to   expand  as  their 
Hkeness  was  thrown  on  the   opposite  hills.     All    was. 
calm  and  still,  we  could  hear  the  muimur  of  distant 
streams  m  they   performed  their   endless   task,   they 
seemed  to  sing   a  midnight   song  of  sadqess   whose 
warning  voice  tingled   in  our  ears  for  miles.     As  we- 
became  more  elevated  we  couM  behold  in  the  distance 
in   different  directions   splendid  sheets   of  water,   on 
which  there  was  not  a  ripple,  we  had  often  enjoyed  a 
row  out  on  their  fair    bosoms,  at   other  times   they 
seemed  to  greet  us  with   a  smile      But   they   appear 
now  to  wear  a  frown,  as  they  lay  slumbering  in  their 
eternal  beda  there   appeared    to   be   written   across 
their  crystal  bosom  the  word  guilt;-.     We  still   stride 
on,  we  have  no  guide,  we  depend  sulely  on  our  ability 
as  hunters  to  lead  us  on  without  loss  of  time  or  use- 
less travelling.     But  hark  !  a  rush,  the  dry   autumn 
leaves  rustel,  the  thick  alders  shake,  we  are  on  the 
summit  of  a  hill  and  the  moon  causes  a  dark  shadow, 
we  seem  to  feel  the  hairs  of  our  heads  to  stiffen,  thJ 
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Sslood  worried  aid  over-heated  from  travelling,  seems 
to  chii),  and  for  a  moment  we  forget  our  mission  of 
relief  while  we  prepare  for  battle.  Father  held  a 
position  ou  the  hill  top  while  I  went  around  the  base 
to  find  traces  or  disturb  the  animal  that  caused  the 
-great  rustling  sound  among  the  trees,  but  could  find 
none.  We  therefore  proceeded  on,  we  were  now 
about  a  mile  from  the  trap  if  in  the  right  direction. 
Wi  were  growing  more  anxious  as  we  drew  nearer, 
the  surroundings  put  on  a  ghostly  appearance  as  if 
the  suspected  dead  or  tortured  spirit  would  follow  us 
back  to  the  place  of  its  unwarranted  doom. 

Wr  were  now  within  speaking  distance  of  the 
trap,  what  shall  we  do  ?  Oh  the  burden  lying  on  us 
-at  this  awful  moment,  we  ^re  standing  on  a  large 
granite  cliff  about  two  nundred  yards  from  the  trap, 
we  must  approach  it  the  right  way.  Oh  that  some 
inhabitant  ^f  the  air  would  soar  across  the  spot,  and 
on  ifc  pinions  of  peace,  bear  us  the  joyful  news  that 
the  day  was  yet  unborn  during  which  a  fellowman 
should  suffer  a  foretaste  of  the  regions  of  darkness 
«,nd  death  in  our  trap.  Can  it  be  that  we  are 
■despatched  to  go  down  into  the  large  swamp  lying  at 
our  feet  and  unfasten  from  the  jaws  of  death  the 
wounded,  dying  •o»*  dead  ?  With  what  extreme 
plei  are  we  would  accept  the  news  that  the  trip  was 
rain,  and  the  case  unfounded,  being  bproiy  supposi- 
tion. Are  we  alone  in  .=uch  stress  as  this,  are  there 
none  that  may  appeal  to  heaven  that  we  may  be 
relieved  and  rested.  Ah  y.  ,  there  are  hearts  at  home 
beating  and  labouring  with  intense  anxiety ;  and  yet 
we  shall  be  favoured  above   them,  for  we   must  soon 
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prove  the  ease,  while  they  wait  in  intensified  suspense- 
until   we  arrive  with  the  news. 

We  reason  tne  case.— If  a  poor  man    had  fallen  a 
victim  to  the  steel   giant  we  had    visited  only  a   few 
days  before,  he  may  by  this  tinre  have    lost  his  sanity 
and  at  f '.e   apy^roaeh  of  one  going  to   his  relief  might 
le'-Ii  his  rifle  and  shoot  him.     The  reader  may  regard 
such  a  thought  vain.     Let  us  therefore  consider  the- 
situation  of  the  victim.     While  attempting  to  cross 
J.  swamp  he  unfortunatery  steps  into  a  trap,  varying 
as  they   do  from   thirty  to   sixty   pounds  in   weight, 
(the  style  of  bow  springs)   its  teeth   projecting  about 
an  inch  aud  one-quarter,  flat  and    pointed,  its  springs 
strong    enough    to    raise   a   thousand   pounds.*      He 
endeavors  to   get  rid   of  it   in  various   way,  such  as- 
down  the  springs,  but  he  has  no  power,  he  is  suflering 
too  much  to  apply  his   strength  in  full.      He  trys    to 
drag  the  awful   thing  along  with  him  but  fa-^'s  in  the 
useless  attempt.     He  shouts  that  some  passer-by  may 
hear   and   come  to  his   relief.     He   shrieks   out   the 
agonizing  prayer,   Oh   God  must  I   die  here   in  this 
awful  place.    Ke  gazes   down  at    his   foot   below  the 
steel  bands  that  clasp  his  leg,  he  sees   the  impossibil- 
ity of  getting   clear,  daylight  is    giving  place  to    the 
darkness  of   night,  he   foresees  the  weariness   of  the 
long  hours.     His  mind  strays  home  to  anxious  hearts 
that  will  wait  long  into  the  night  for  his  return.     He 
can  hear   little   ones   as   thoy   inquire   what  can    be 
keeping  papa   so  late     There   is   one   in  that   home 
whose  unxiousness  has  overwhelmed  the  heart,  he  can 
«^ee  a  gentle  tear  stolen  off*  her  cheek  that  others  may 
not  know  her  anxiety.     If  he   has  scanty   means   he 
can  see   his   dear  little   ones  scattered   among   their 


"Z^^-^^fK^s  ' 


.^<g§?!4f; 


■;Am 


«£■ 


%MM 


37 


friends  to  earn  a  living  by  hard  toil  and  severe 
treatment.  He  can  see  a  blighted  life  for  the  one 
that  to  him  made  home  pleasan*^^.  (His  wife).  It  is  a 
difficult  task  for  the  pen  to  describe  the  awful  situa- 
tion, and  do  it  justice. 

Night  has  now  thrown  her  dark  mantle  over  the 
earth.  A  thought  enters  his  mind,  if  I  can  bear  this 
torture  untill  to-morrow,  perhaps  some  hunter  may- 
be providentially  guided  this  way,  and  come  to  my 
assistance.  The  pain  increases,  how  can  he  bear  it 
any  longer,  inflaniation  has  set  in.  In  the  midst  of 
extreme  agony  he  appeals  to  heaven  that  his  soul 
may  be  taken  and  the  bod}^  relieved  of  torture  He 
hears  a  sound  ko  of  a  stick  breaking,  and  for  a 
moment  he  forgets  his  torture  Can  that  be  a  bear  ? 
Has  he  scented  the  blood  of  that  tortured  leg  ?  Must 
he  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the  merciless  jaws  of  a  bear 
while  held  fast  in  a  trap  for  his  convenience  ?  Oh 
awful  situation,  that  dreary  swamp  appears  to  be 
haunted  by  demons  of  torture.  He  fancies  the  dark 
object  yonder  is  a  bear,  creeping  over  the  green  moss 
preparing  to  pounce  upon  him  This  mental  strain 
is  too  great.  Mortality  is  too  weak  to  wrestle  suc- 
cessfully with  such  a  monster  of  the  night.  His 
powers  of  reason  are  shaken,  he  has  temporarily 
become  a  maniac. 

We  continue  our  mission.  We  have  decided  to 
remain  perfectly  silent  for  a  while,  that  we  may 
cateh  the  sound  of  a  moan,  if  yet  there  was  life  in  the 
form.  Oh  awful  silence  as  we  waited  there  to  catch 
the  faintest  note.  Nothing  could  be  heard  but  the 
dreamy  chirp  of  birds,  pevched  for  the  night.  If  he 
is  there  he  must    be  dead.     Would  he   yet  be   able  tc 


C8 

whisper  a  dying  message  to  be  borne  hon.e   to  loved 
ones,  there  might  be  something  he  would  give  another 
for  only  to  have  it  faithfully  borne  to  these  held  dear 
to  h.m.     Such  tb^-ghts  ran  through  my  mind  as  we 
waited  to  ratch  a  sound      At  length  I  suggested  that 
we  should  call  out   in  distii-ct  tones,  asking   if  there 
wa^  a  man  in  the  trap,  if  there    was  we  were  coming 
to  take  him  out.     Father  approved  of  the   idea  and  I 
at  once  called   out,  we   waited  a   little  while   longer 
but  no  reply  came.     Can  he  be  dead  ?    Is  he  too  faint 
to  speak  above  a  whisper  ?     Can  it  be  possible   in  a 
state  of  madness,  he  can    bear  the  torture  of  the  leg 
without  murmuring,  thus  betraying  the  re'ief  party  ? 
and  when  within  shooting   distance,   miserably   stay 
the    only    means    of    relief;     such    an    act     would 
certainly   only  be   madness   and  yet  it    was  no   vain 
conception.    A  wild  beast  such  as  the  trap  was  placed 
there  to   catch   may  have  approached  and   torn  him 
limb  from   limb,   and   after  enjoying   a   sumptuous 
repast  repaired  to  its  haunts   in  other  parts   of  these 
wild  and  dreary  regions. 

At  this  stage  our  thought   turned  homeward    we 
knew  the  anxious  minds,  we  could  see  them  gathered 
in  groups  as  the   imaginary   spirit  soars  in  throucrh 
unfastened  doors  ;  why  do  they  wear  such   a  sad  ex- 
pression on  their  countenances  ?     Why   are  mother's 
hands  clasped  and  her  gaze  fixed  heavenward  ?    Why 
those  heavy   sighs  that  seem  to  come  from  the  most 
profound  regions  of  the  heart  ?     I  see  a  pale   inquir- 
ing face   betokening  the  most  serious  contemplation 
pressed  close  to  her  heart  our  only  and  darling  child' 
Ulu  it  be  that  papa  has  bidden  them  a  last  farewell  ? 
IJear  sisters  who   a  tew  hours   before  were   mirthful 
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appear  to  be  gazing  into  immeasurable  space,  and 
why  ?  It  seems  liko  a  dream,  a  cloud  has  settled 
down  over  them,  they  seem  to  be  enveloped  'n 
misterious  anxiety.  They  go  out  and  listen  for  the 
welcome  footsteps  that  shall  apply  a  touch  of  healing 
to  the  heart,  but  no  sound  can  be  heard  save  the 
steady  murmur  of  the  brook,  that  appears  to  sigh  in 
sympathy  with  the  anxious  heart ;  as  they  stand 
beneath  the  raj's  of  tho  pale  moon,  they  gaze  on  the 
landscape  and  their  vision  grows  dim  in  the  distance, 
and  they  shudder  at  the  thought  of  being  so  far 
away  in  such  doleful  regions.  Oh  awful  situation 
— husband  and  son  gone — shall  they  return  ? 

We  return  to  our  position  again.  Wo  have 
heard  no  sound  of  anything  that  is  human.  We 
must  draw  n3arer.  Are  we  like  the  noble  six  hun- 
dred— marching  into  the  valley  of  death,  are  there 
waiting  us  in  the  dark  and  heavily  wooded  swamp  a 
message  of  death.  We  know  the  little  winding  path 
quite  well.  As  we  steadily  and  cautiously  move  on 
the  burden  of  thought  grows  thrice  heavy,  we  move 
slowly,  the  ear  ready  to  catch  the  sound  of  a  dying 
gasp.  The  question  of  this  midnight  court  has  come, 
the  preliminarys  have  gone  by  and  so  we  get  still 
closer.  The  stars  seem  to  come  forth  in  increased 
multitudes  to  witness  the  awful  decision  guilty  or 
not  guilty  of  slaving  fellowman.  We  are  within 
easy  speaking  distance,  to  prevent  startling  him  I 
call  gently  to  the  supposed  sufferer,  but  no  answer ;  a 
moment  longer  and  we  shall  know,  or  be  launched 
into  the  unknown.  Oh  awful  suspense,  shall  our 
first  gaze  in  the  direction  of  the  trap  find  a  glistening 
gunbarrel   pointed  at   us  ?     How  can   we  turn  that 
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corner  in  the  path  when  we  shall  be  open  to  the  range 
of  h,s  gun  ?  clicl  life  ever  seem  more  sweet  than  now  ? 
At  this  instant  there  seemed  to  flock  across  the  mind 
a  review  of  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  a   lifetime,  the 
sorrow  and  gloom  that  must  hang  over  our  home  for- 
ever     What  a  blessing   that  this  awful  struggle  will 
not  be  long.     We  must  step  further,  we  ore  now  to 
the  point  of  death,  to  the  verge  of  exultant   relief,  or 
to  the  sad  scing  of  lasting  guilt.     If   we   have    just 
ms.de  this  point  in  our  path  the  mortal    remains  of  a 
man.  how  can  we  perform  the  painful  duty  of  takinc. 
him  home  to  his  cherished  ones  1     How  can    we  beaT 
the  frantic  screams  and  cries  of  those  who  must  regard 
his  pleasant  smile  and  fond  caress  gone  forever  ?     Oh 
vital  moment,  will  not   the  Infinite  and    Holy  inter- 
vene ?     We  are  bound  by  this  awful  spell,   we  can 
bear  it  no  longer,   it  must   be  brought  to   a  close   in 
some  way.  we   can  feel   ourselves  shrinking  as    we 
make  the  last  few  decis.Ve  .teps,  we  seem  to  be  but  a 
shadow  of  the  night.    As  we  step  forward  we  hear  the 
stroke  ot  the  heart-beat.     Oh  as  we  throw  back  the 
shadow  o   the   trees  by  our  advance   that  our   eye. 
may  behold  nothing  but  the   smooth  moss  over  the 
open  jaws   of  our  trap,  another  step,  another,   and 
another  as  the  space   opens  to  view,  our  eyes  foL'ow 
around  the  course  of  the  turn  in  the  path.     Are    we 
wrong  in  our  calculations,  it  is  night,  and   the   place 
seems  vastly  different  to  that  of  daytime.     That  boks 
like  the  spot,  see  there    is  the   guide-stick,  see   lying 
...ere  are  the  logs  that  form  the  step  for  Bruin.  Look 
there  hes  the  dub  to  which  our  trap  is  fastened    it 
IS    our    undisturbed    t.ap.      No    human    being     has 
been  it    it.  no  suffering   as    forseen.    no   tor^n.-.  on 
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languishment  as  presented  to  our  minds.  Witness 
ye  stars  of  the  heavens,  witness  thou  honored  Ruler 
of  the  night.  Forest  streams  we  cull  on  you,  increase 
your  dull  murmur  a  thousand  octavoes  higher,  and 
your  speed  ten  fold  while  you  bear  on  the  tidings ; 
awaken  fowb  of  the  air,  how  can  you  slumber  while 
there  is  such  a  demand  on  your  powers  of  speed, 
awaken,  and  on  pinions  of  peace  bear  out  the  tidings; 
ye  shadows  of  the  midnight  darkness,  brighten  and 
convey  to  the  passer-by  the  glad  tidings.  Let  all  the 
agencies  of  worlds  celestial  and  worlds  terestrial  con- 
descend, and  with  a  shout  of  exultation  cry  out,  of 
the  anticipated  suffering  and  torture  of  our  suspected 
victim,  not  guilty;  not  guilty;  honor  and  glory  to 
God. 

What  a  revolution  has  taken  place.  Oh  the 
change,  only  tbe  difference  of  a  m-ment.  u  I  yet  how 
great,  only  a  few  steps  back  and  we  were  ladened 
with  troubled  mind  and  burdened  heart.  Now  all 
gone ;  why  should  we  bear  that  mental  strain  ?  Why 
be  called  out  in  the  forest  at  midnight  ?  Why  did 
everything  seem  gloomy  and  sad  about  us  until  now  • 
The  report  that  a  poor  fellowman  was  caught  in  our 
trap  and  must  die  in  that  awful  position  unless 
relieved  by  other  help.  Also  the  fact  that  we  had 
forgotten  to  tack  up  our  placartls  as  usual,  warning 
the  hunter  of  the  danger,  hence  our  feeling  of  guilt. 
We  determine  not  to  leave  the  trap  this  time  until 
the  approaches  to  the  place  are  properly  placarded, 
having  done  this,  we  proceed  on  the  way  home.  If 
only  we  could  whisper  to  the  anxious  ones  at  home 
our  present  exultant  feelings,  how  greatly  they  would 
be  relieved.     But  it  is  vain  reasoning,  and  with  a  sigh 
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of  relief  and  thunkfulness  we  emerge    from  the  darfc 
thicket  oat  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  swamp,  thence 
to  the    flat  clirt'sueh    a  short  while   ago  we    occupied 
with  hardened  hearts,  and    sad  and  melancholy  faces. 
Oh  the  vast  difference  experienced,  everything  before 
us  appears  grand  and  majestic.     When    the  heart   \» 
overwhelmed    with    trouble    whatever    direction   we 
gaze  in,  the  object   of  our   visiun    seems  to    possess  a- 
written  mass  of  troubled  thoughts  from  within,  thus- 
robbing    it  of   beauty  and    splendour.     We    are  now 
prepared  to  share    in  the   glories   of  the    night,    the 
moon's  extreme  paleness  of  a  few    horn's  ago  is  gone, 
we  see  as  she  speeds  towards  the    centre  of  the  skies, 
a  new  lustre,  a  cheering  ray  now  seems  to  fall  on  the 
pat-less  waste  before  us,   as  if  asisU"^        ;s  that  these 
messengers   of   the    night   helped    us   share   in   the 
triumph ;   from  our  position    we    can    see  the    lakes 
glistening  as  if   decked  in  robes  of  brightnc    -,    with 
the   moon  shining   from  mid-heavens   on  them,   and 
for  a  moment   they    seenj  to   stoop  at   our  feet,   con- 
gratulating us  with  the  result  of  the  weary  trip.     Oh 
how  long  a  time    it  see»ns    to  be  since    we  left   liome. 
Oh  the    vast  change   going   down   over   this    barren 
waste  free  indeed,  we   seem  as  if  something  had  been 
unstrapped  from  our  lacks  ;  we  stride  on  and  on  now 
over  hills,   now  through    valleys,  until    we  hear  the 
voice  of  the  river;    her  song   is  more    pleasant    than 
before,  it  appears  to  welcome  the  midnight  visitors  as- 
it  incessantly  moves  on  its  never  slumbering  mission. 
We   were    very   fortunate   in    avoiding   bad   and 
dangerous  h^les  in  the  road,  finding   our  way    along 
the  dreary  path  we  soon   arrived  in    the  wide    woods 
road;  we   appeared  to   be   so  free,  the   great  trees 
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seemed  i,o  "orin  one  continuous  line  as  if  on  f?uard 
duty  to  this  triujnphial  uiidniEfi  t  inafl.,  and  as  we 
passed  l»y  appeared  to  liid  us  a  cheef-ful  g.7od  night. 
We  wearily  travaied  on  nnd  on,  passing  through  deep 
tlark  valleys,  over  heavily  W'jo<ie<i  hills,  through  deep 
gorges,  crossing  strea  '  ^  and  marshy  places,  on  and 
■on  sometimes  passing  alonj?  in  such  deep  contempla- 
tion over  our  never  to  be  forgotten  midnight  journey, 
that  we  seemed  to  nwaken  and  rind  that  we  had 
advanced  quite  a  distance.  We  get  nearer  and  nearer 
home,  we  gaze  Wck  over  the  forest  a  moment  from 
which  we  have  emerged.  Oh  how  dreary  can  it  he, 
we  were  hi..^k  in  such  dreary  I'egions  only  a  few  hours 
ago.  Instaiitly  there  Hashes  acro-ts  the  mind  a  review 
■of  the  trip,  we  grow  iired  oi  the  thought  and  with  a 
sigh  of  thankfulness  we  move  on.  A  little  while 
longer  and  we  shall  hear  exultant  exclamations  from 
those  at  home,  for  we  know  they  are  waiting,  we  can 
imagine  their  anxious  look.  In  sight  of  home  a  sigh 
of  relief,  when  we  left  long  hours  iHgo,  all  was  dark, 
what  a  different  aspect  now,  there  has  since  risen  in 
our  hearts  a  light  of  freedom  from  guile,  and  rest  for 
tortured  mind,  and  as  we  gaxe  on  the  homestead  we 
seem  able  to  measure  the  time.  When  we  left  home 
the  lesser  orb  that  rules  the  night,  was  far  beneath  an 
eastern  horizon,  it  has  risen  since  and  traveled  across 
the  tky,  until  weary  with  its  duty  of  the  night,  it 
appears  to  drop  gently  inco  the  lap  of  the  God  of  resi; 
See  there  are  dear  ones  waiting,  they  express  in  their 
movement  a  glad  welcome 

Home. — Clasping  of  the  hands,  gentle,  tender, 
loving  embrace,  all  betoken  the  anxiousness  of  this 
awful  night     Tears  of  joy  burst   forth    from    their 
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eyes,  they  cannot  keep  them  back,  they  are  the  in- 
disputable evidence  of  the  condition  of  their  heart* 
toward  us.  We  are  equally  glad  to  meet  them.  We 
at  once  disrobe  ourselves  of  the  hunters  garb,  hoping 
never  to  be  called  upon  to  take  it  up  again  on  such  » 
dreary  and  ropleasant  mission.  We  related  our 
experience  to  those  at  home  as  hereinbefore  related. 
As  they  listen  to  the  s^ory  of  the  eventful  night,  they 
sometimes  shudder  with  fear,  give  a  sigh  of  relief,  or 
a  smile  of  triu'iph.  Thus  ended  one  of  the  most 
trying  experiences  of  a  life  time,  and  painted  on  the 
pages  of  raenaory  something  never  to  be  erased. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 

A    LARGE     MOTHER     BEAR    AND     PUBS, —  THE     MOTHER 
DEFENDS   HER    LITTLE   ONES. 

In  the  following  will  be  found  the  experience  as 
related  by  a  brother-in-law,  Mr.  C.  H.Coolen,  who  had 
arranged  with  a  special  friend  togi\e  him  some  sport 
in  fishing,  on  our  lakes  and  streams  of  which  there  is 
a  goodly  number  of  ordinary  size,  with  short  streams 
connecting-  them,  and  fairly  well  stocked  with  the 
speckled  and  finny  tribes. 

The  time  appointed  was  sixth  of  May.  His  friend 
arriveu  and  brought  with  him  a  portable  boat  to 
enable  them  to  get  on  some  of  the  smaller  lakes  a  d 
streams,  whereon  we  have  none.  Having  prepared 
food  for  a  couple  of  days,  they  started  for  the  region 
of  tish,  fur,  and  fowl.  Before  reaching  the  lakes  they 
put  the  little  canvass  boat  to  a  severe  test ;  as  they 
crossed  the  head  of  a  large  bay  they  appeared  to  be 
sitting  on  ihe  water.  They  hov.ever  landed  safely, 
disconnected  their  boat,  and  proceeded  on  to  the  lakes 
making  as  little  delay  as  possible.  They  fished  some 
on  the  way  back,  and  reached  the  propo.sed  camping 
ground  at  sunset,  giving  them  a  short  while  to 
choose  the  site  whereon  to  build  the  camp  and 
arrange  for  the  night.  They  made  use  of  their  bot  t 
as  part  of  their  shelter.  They  must  now  wield  the 
axe  for  it  is  indispensable  to  their  con)fort  that  they 
have  a  lot  of  fuel  prepared,   to  keep   a  fire  all  night. 
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Dn!  kness  came  cm  as  the  great  lamp  hurrieil  aowu  in 
the  West,  leavinof  them   with  the  glare  of  their  fire  to 
serve  the    purpose  of    lighting  the   camp,  which   was 
just  sufficient)}'  far  from  the  tire  for    safety.     About 
twenty  yards  beyond  lay  the  stream,    from  which  on 
the  morrow  they  expected  to    extricate  a    number  of 
the  speckled  tribe.     The  hunter  and  the  angler  is  in 
thi^  respect  favored  above  his  fellows,  stepping  out 
of  camp  at  night  time,  especially  when  fine,    a  .sensa- 
tion is  produced  that  he   may    rot  experience    other- 
wise.    He  gazes  first  at  the  splendid  c^mp-fire,  as  he 
stands  at  safe  distance,    that    world    famed    servant 
carrie'l  into  the  forest  to  render   him    comfort.     His 
gaze  follows  the  sparks,   then  the  smoke    curling  and 
climbing  out  among  the  tall  treo  tops,  as  if  endeavor- 
ing  to    climb    into    other    worlds.     He    now    gazes 
upward,   and   there    meets  his  sight  a    multitude  of 
sparkling  gems,  that  Infinite  power  has  hung  over  his 
head  in  inconceivable  distance,  and  with  simultaneous 
voice,    seem  to    inquire  of  hin.   his  mi.ssion  in    such 
regions,  to  which  he  must  reverently  bow  in  grateful 
recognition    of  the  exercise   of   supernatural   power. 
As  he  awaken   from  his   stroll  skyward,    there  nieets 
him  in  the   stilness  of  the  dark  hours,  another  voice, 
the  never  ceasing   stream,   until    now  he   thought  it 
required  the  daylight  only  to  discover  thewonders  of 
our  natural  surroundings,  but  now,  and  here,  in  such 
regions  as  this,   there  aje  I e.ssons  produced    from  the 
voice  of   nature   in  the  silent  hours  of   night      How 
can    the  stream   continue    its   dull  .sound,  why    does 
it  not  run  dry.     How  can  sufficient  quantities  of  the 
sparkling  li.iuid,  be  supplied  to  keep  up  the  continual 
ru8h    and  roar,   night   and    day   for   countless   acres 
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hurrying];  on,  climbing  over  roots,  tumbling  ovpr 
rocks,  forming  cataracts,  stealing  into  side  pools, 
giving  a  refreshing  touch,  twining  amongst  rocks, 
heeding  not  the  hand  that  holds  the  rod  and  line,  it 
passes  on  to  its  destination. 

They  now  repair  to  camp,  and  while  waiting  to 
have  a  nice  fresh  trout  broiled,  the  victim  of  their 
rod  and  line  on  the  way  to  camp,  and  a  nice  cup  of 
cocoa,  they  chat  freely  on  the  various  topics  of  the 
day.  After  luncheon  a  good  cigar  seemed  to  do 
justice  to  the  rest;  then  a  re-arranging  of  camp 
(|uarters,  a  replenishing  of  fuel  to  the  tire,  and  then 
follows  the  system  of  camping  out ;  while  one  is 
sleeping  the  other  is  on  guard,  and  so  in  turn  they 
while  the  hours  away  until  daylight  appears  in  the 
eastern  sky.  Here  is  the  benitit  of  camping  out,  as 
soon  as  daylight  appears,  they  prepare  and  get  break- 
fast, enabling  them  to  be  ready  to  offer  a  dainty 
jennylind,  silver  doctor,  or  nice  fresh  minnow  to  a 
waiting  tiout  The  prearranged  plan  was  as  follows  ; 
tish  P.  Lake  and  streams,  taking  in  VV.  C.  Lake  and 
O.  Lake,  and  if  po.ssible  return  at  noon  to  L.  Lake^ 
on  which  neither  of  them  had  ever  fished,  but  of 
which  good  reports  had  been  given.  They  fished  the 
lake.-^  and  pools  with  very  good  success,  and  returned 
to  camp  to  take  luncheon,  rested  a  while  and  tlren 
prepared  to  add  a  strange  lake  to  the  geographical 
store  of  iingling  already  retained.  From  camp  the 
lake  referred  to  lay  distant  about  one  and  a  half 
mibis.  The  distance  could  be  traveled  four-fifths  by 
boat.  They  proceeded  in  their  canv^as  boat,  landed 
snft'ly,  and  in  good  tim(>,  enabling  tlieni  to  reach  the 
lake  early  enough  to  give   it  a  fair  trial.     It  was  not 
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long  before  they  reached  the  lake,  and  pushed 
out  of  the  extreme  south-western  corner.  Thej  at 
once  noticed  the  fish  rising  to  take  off  the  may  fly, 
for  which  the  lake  is  noted.  Mr.  C.  respectfully 
declined  to  take  the  first  privilege  of  fishing,  giving 
his  friend  J.  the  chance  of  killing  the  first  nsh,  while 
he  pushed  their  majestic  craft  along  very  gently. 

As  they  pushed  out  of  the  cove,  they  turned  their 
beat  close  around  the  shores  of  a  point  jutting  out 
into  the  lake,  where  the  may  fly  seemed  to  be  lodged 
on  the  laurels  in  great  masses.  Not  far  ahead  of 
them  there  was  a  place  where  the  flies  appeared  more 
lively  than  anywhere  else,  occasionally  a  great  swarm 
going  into  the  air  as  if  disturbed  by  something.  The 
boat  by  this  time  was  distant  about  twenty  yards, 
when  Mr.  C.  said  he  thought  he  saw  something  black 
lying  in  among  the  thick  laurels.  His  friend  Mr.  J. 
who  was  more  elevated  on  account  of  being  in  the 
act  of  fishing,  exclaimed  yes,  for  heaven's  sake  pull 
oflT,  there's  a  bear.  The  excited  animal  sprang  up 
when  Mr.  J.  spoke  in  such  tremendous  tones,  and 
made  a  few  leaps  up  the  side  of  a  hill,  and  halted 
there,  looking  back  as  if  she  had  left  something  down 
at  the  edge  of  the  lake,  from  Arhich  she  could  not 
tear  away. 

Their  only  means  of  defence  was  the  first  joint  of 
a  fishing  rod  or  a  pocket  knife.  But  while  they  gaze 
at  the  mighty  beast  yonder,  tAr.  C.  noticed  the  bush,>s 
by  the  edge  of  the  lake  shaking  again,  and  said  to  h  s 
friend  J.  I  believe  she  has  cubs  there.  By  this  time 
the  boat  had  drifted  quite  close  to  the  shore,  in  the 
direction  of  the  place  where  the  old  bear  ran  from, 
and  where   until  now   the  little   one  had   been  lying. 
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The  litfcle  ones  at  this  stage  ran  up  from  the  shore, 
towards  their  mother,  who  was  determined  to  defend 
them,  and  started  at  full  speed  for  the  shore 
of  the  lake  in  the  direction  of  the  boat  and  her 
precious  freight  Mr.  J.  who  by  this  time  had 
become  excited,  yelled  out  for— God  sake — pull 
away  she  is  after  us.  Whereupon  Mr.  C.  pushed  out 
€rora  the  shore  depriving  the  angry  beast  of  treating 
her  cubs  to  a  dainty  dish  of  human  flesh.  As  the 
boat  pushed  cv.t  from  shore  Mrs.  Bruin  appeared  sur- 
prised at  the  easy  method  the  strange  looking 
creatures  had  of  moving.  She  did  not  remain  long 
in  that  position,  but  decided  to  fio  away  from  the 
shores  of  the  laka  Mrs.  Bruin  now  turned,  and  with 
all  her  powers  of  speed  in  exercise  she  bounded  off 
over  the  hilltop.  The  cubs  immediately  following 
around  the  side  of  the  hill  where  all  three  met  and 
bounded  away  making  a  noise  like  distant  thunder, 
that  would  send  a  thrill  through  the  secret  chambers 
of  the  heart  Remaining  on  the  lake  they  fished 
until  time  to  return  to  the  camp,  having  caught  a 
splendid  fare  while  on  the  new  laka  They  now  pro- 
ceed to  their  camping  ground,  and  one  prepares  tea 
while  the  other  takes  the  fish  down  to  the  mossy 
bank  of  the  river  and  places  the  days  splendid  fare 
under  cover  for  the  night  A  fine  night,  plea-sant 
fire,  good  camp  quarters,  a  good  tea  served,  and  an 
excellent  fare  of  nice  large  fish,  are  clever  agencies  to 
influence  a  desire  for  sleep. 

Night  began  to  speed  away,  and  after  making  use 
of  a  couple  of  iiine  havanas  and  a  liberal  replenishing 
of  fuel,  they  relinquished  themselves  to  camp  rule. 
The  watch  took  up  his  position  and  the  other  was 
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soon  fust  asleep,  and  not  lonuf  at'terwards,^  an  irresfat- 
able    monster  of    the   night    crept   into    the   camp- 
unnoticed  and  placing  his  drovyrsy  lingers  on  the  eyes 
of  the  guard,  soon  found  him  fast  asleep.     They  slept 
on  soundly,  meanwhile  for  want  of  fuel  their  tire  had 
nearly  burned  out.     It  was  about  midnight  when  the 
drowsy  guard  awoke.     He  was  very  u>uch   surprised 
when  consulting  his  watch  be  discovered  that  he  had 
been  asleep  a  couple  of  hours.     He  was  tJiirsty  and  at 
once  started  for  the    stream  to  get  son>e  water.     He 
had  only   gone  a   few    steps  when    he  heard  a   noise 
resembling  the  breaking  of  sticks  on  the  other  side  of 
the  stream.     He  stepped  back  to  the  camp  and  arous- 
ing Mr,  C.  told  him  of  tlie  strange  noise  he  had  heard 
across  the  stre^xm  ;   whereupon  the}'  crept   cautiously 
out  of  camp  and  soon   heard  the    noise  again,    it   ap- 
peared to  be  coming  down  to  the  stream  from  a  large 
mountain   on    the  opposite  side,   it  still  kept   coming 
on:  occcsionally  a  stick  breaking  indicated  tJie   size 
of  the  prowling   niridnight  visitor,   still  his    footsteps 
could  be   heard  slowly    but  steadily   drawing  nearer. 
They  remained  perfectly   silent,  when   suddenly  they 
were  relieved  by  the  unwelcome  visitor  starting  off  at- 
a  great  rate  for  his  mountain   home.     They  regarded 
the  visit  the  outcome  of  an  invitation  ascribino-  it  to 
the  scent  of  the  splendid  fare  of  fish  now  lying  under 
cover  at  the  river  bank.     Mr.    J.   prized  the  fare  of 
Hsh  so  much,  that  he  couldn't  as  he  expressed  it,  leave 
them  in  such  danger  of  being  stolen  by  Bruin,  there- 
fore he   carried  them    l)ack  to  the    side  of   the  camp. 
They  rebuilt  the   fiis  and  went   into  camp  resolved 
that   their  sleeping  wis  over  for  that   night.     They 
had  not  long   to  wait  when  dayligh"  wa»  observed  in 
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the  eastern  sky.  They  prepared  Lreakfast  and  par- 
took of  it  at  an  early  hour,  packed  their  nice  fare  of 
■fish,  Cf.mp  utensils,  etc.,  and  started  for  home  reaching 
there  shortly  before  noon.  Mr.  C's.  friend  assured 
him  that  he  had  enjoyed  a  pleasant  outing,  where- 
upon both  agreed  they  had  an  experience  with  Fish 


«nd  Fur  that  would  long  be  re» 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


WHILE   FISHrNO  THREE    BEARS  COME   DOWN- 
TO  THE   LAKE. 

Another  view  of  Bruin  bad  its  birth   in  or  near 
the  aame  locality  that  Mr.  C.  had  discovered  them.    I 
happened  to  see  this  mysdtV    I  had  gone  out  on  the 
)ake  with  a   party  of   three  fishermen,  one  a    Major, 
another  a  coni'eetiwier^  the  third  u   dry  goods  clerk. 
We  started  off  early.     The  lake   to  whicb   we  were 
going  lying  distant   about  two  and  one  half  miles. 
The  wind  blew  from  the  north-west  around  to  north. 
We  arrived   safely  at  the  lake,  after  sharing  some 
amusement   by   the  portly  old    Major  striding  aud 
wallowing  through  the  swamp.     Not   only    did  the 
party  arrive  but  a   goodly  supply  of  firewater  also. 
Not  making  it  a  practice  to  drink  strong  drink  I  only 
counted  fourth  man  in  other  maUers.     Opening  one 
of  the  bottles  the  party  did  themselves  good,  as  they 
called  it.     We  got  into  the   boat  and  started   for  the 
best  fishing  stand,   with   the   wind  from  the  north. 
We   were  very   successful,    catching  a  great   ruf^ny 
pairs,  and  sometimes  three  splendid  fish  at  once ;  che 
reader  can  imagine  that  such  good  fishing  called  for 
a  great  deal  of  drinking     Consequently  in   a  little 
the  old    Major  cared   very  little   whether  bis   tackle 
was  in  a  fit  condition  for  fishing  or  whether   it  was 
lying  in  the  boat,  he  being  scarcely  able  to  sit  on  the 
thwart.     The  confectioner  had  not  imbibed  so  freely. 
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and  was  still  able  to  fish.  The  dry  goods  clerk  had 
between  drinking  and  smoking  become  literally 
paralized.  I  had  therefore  only  one  man  that  could 
tish  and  I  sometimes  fancy  the  trout  had  summoned 
some  clever  one  of  the  finny  tribe  to  take  a  snap  shot 
of  this  most  graceful  of  anglers.  The  time  had  glided 
away,  we  had  partaken  of  luncheon  and  were  lurking 
about  in  the  sheltered  parts  of  the  lake,  when  .sudden- 
ly my  friend  the  confectioner  told  me  to  turn  round 
and  tell  him  what  the  dark  object  was  he  .saw  at  the 
other  part  of  the  lake.  I  looked  down  the  lake  and 
instantly  named  the  black  thing  a  bear.  I  at  once 
started  for  the  place  anxious  to  know  how  close  her 
ladyship  would  suffer  us  to  come.  My  friend  the 
confectioner  was  5*0  much  afraid,  that  he  implored  by 
all  means  not  to  approach  the  bear.  The  Major  was 
too  far  gone  to  do  anything  more  than  grunt.  The 
dry  goods  clerk  cried  out  in  his  orgies  that  we  were 
able  to  kill  the  bear  with  a  fishing  rod  and  an  oar. 
I  had  not  gone  far  when  out  jumped  two  more  bears, 
proving  by  their  size  and  action  that,  the  first  was 
the  mother  and  these  her  cubs.  The  cabs  seemed  to 
torment  her  by  springing  from  rock  to  rock  of  a  dry 
ledge  in  the  lake  ;  the  mother  in  the  meantime  trying 
to  show  them  that  there  was  great  danger  in  remain- 
ing there  too  long.  We  were  continually  drawing 
nearer,  and  when  about  a  nice  gun  shot  from  tbsm 
the  cubs  ran  up  into  the  woods,  the  mother  follov  ing 
immediately  after  and  at  such  a  pace  that  would 
cause  one  to  have  no  desire  to  be  in  the  race. 


r    .»»c>i.K«,'!j 


a-jtii^isi 


CHAPTER  X. 

A   MOTHER    BEAR   SALUTeT^^S    rx     DEFENCE    OP    HER 
LITTLE   ONES.-OUR    FIRST  BEAR  TRAP. 

Seeing  so   many    bears  and  the  many   si^ns  that 
Brum  mhabited  quite   frPPli.  fh.  .  '" 

our  forest  wilds  •   a   10^  -^  P^'"'""  ^^ 

r..^i        J      V  ,'        brother  of   mme  and    Mr    C  H 
Ooolen,  decided  to  trv  traunina    r,^f         u 

a  place  fwttty  oatietr*  ""?""  '"*°"  ^^o^^" 
the  forest,  set  U  Ld  v  Jj  ^^f  '"7°'  ""-  '"'° 
succe*      Ho«-ever   f.  h!  ,    f       """'  "''"'™' 

Not  bemg  entirely  discouracred  Mr  C  ^pf  f  h    . 
up   aaain  and    visited  ■>  „    t-  ^''^  '^^'^P 

about  the  last   o7th!  7  '""''"    '""^^-     ^'^en 

last   ot  the   season  for   bears  Mr.  G.   founri 
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himself  iu  the  situation    referred  to   above  ;  the  trap 
sprung  and   carried   some  distance  and  its   supposed 
victim    gone.     My    brother   and    Mr.  C.    brought  the 
iron  nuisance  out  of  fche  forest  and  condemned  it.     It 
was  taken  to  the  junk  store  and  disposed  of  i^  hardly 
one-eighth   its   original  cost,  thus  ending   tneir  bear 
trapping  for  the  time  being   and  teaching  a  lesson  in 
thri«^   line  not   to    be  forgotten.     They    then   ordered 
from   a    leading    hardware  firm    a    first   class    trap 
warranted  to  hold  the  largest    bear  in  our  forest,  at  a 
cost  of  about  twice  the  original  cost  of  the  first  trap, 
to  be  imported  early  enough  for  hunting,  the  follow- 
ing   sprintf.     The   merchants    referred   to,   the    well 
known   firm   of   W.   B.    Arthur  &   Co,   of   Halifax, 
carried  out  their  part,  but  by  this   time  the  attention 
uf  Mr.  C.    had  been  drawn  in  an  entirely  new  direc- 
tion, thus  leaving  the  ordered  article  as  stock;  which 
however,   was  taken   hold  of  by    the  writer's   father, 
brother,  and  himself,  and  the  project  carried  out  as 
previously  planned. 

May  the  ninth,  eighteen  ninty-four,  the  large  and 
magnificent  steel  bea/ trap  arrived,  amid  the  applause 
and  admiration  of  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  behold- 
ing it.  That  evening  a  party  of  fishermen  arrived 
to  go  out  fishing  the  following  day.  Their  minds 
were  filled  with  stories  of  fishing  and  they  appeared 
to  want  to  know  nothing  else.  The  morning  came, 
and  the  party  with  my  brother  as  guide,  started  for 
the  fishing  ground,  where  about  two  hours  later  we 
were  supposed  to  meet  them  and  be  landed  across  the 
lake,  to  proceed  on  our  way  to  the  place  where  we  at 
first  calculated  to  put  our  trap.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  lake  «  new  idea  struck  us.     My  brother  rsported 
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the  pleasing  neN.'s  of  seeing  a  bear  on  the  shore   of 
the  lake   that  morning,   and  showing   «s  wh^re,   he 
venhed    his   statement  by   landing   us   at  the   place 
where  we   found   indisputable  evidences   productive 
only  of  Brum.     Thi.  bright  sign  of   bears   cancelled 
our  arrangements  and  instead  of  continuing  on  to  the 
piMe   at  hrst  agreed  upon,  the  present  influence  led 
us  to  put  the  trap  in  a  path  leading  from  T.  lake  to 
F.  lake.     We  left  it  setting  two  days  and  revisited  it 
and  found  .t  undisturbed,   and    verythmg   in  perfect 
order.     Not  regarding  this  as  the  propef  haunt  for 
bear^  we  took  up  our  trap  and  proceeded  to  the  shores 
ot   C.  lake,   m   the  vicinity   where  Mr.   C.   and  my 
brother  had   met  with  such  poor  success.     The  day 
we   shifted   the  trap   will    bug   be   remembered   by 
father  and  I.     The  morning  appeared  fair  and  some 
what   cool   w.th  an  indication   of   the    wind  xor   the 
day  blowing  from   the  northwest,   giving  u.   one  of 
these  much   to  be  desired  bright  sunny   day.«    abou 
the  time  we  arrived  at  the  trap,  the  wind  had'incr  asd 
to  a  strong  bree.e.     We  however  took  the  trap   and 

Tk  i  f '''  ''^'^'"^  '^'  ^^''  having  from  there 
to  the  end  of  the  lake  some  severe  muscular  exercise 
Our  and  route  now  consisted  of  much  barren  ru...ed 
country,  makmg  the  travelling  very  difficult,  espe^cLl- 
ly  when  beanng  such  a  burden  of  steel.  xVot  daunted 
at  t.  premeditated  journey,  we  soon  found  ourselves 

dlZ\irT.'   '"""=    "^'•^^>'    P'--'    climbing 
dreary  aad  wild  mountain  heights,  crossing  fissures 
and  pa^smg  deep  gorges   until  we   reached^the   pi  h 
ln?r     '.l^'^'^.    ""'^  '^'•'^^^^^  pleasant  trfvt 
«plend.d    ..xture  of  timW.  tall  and  state'y  with  a 
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•^reiit  tuft  of  liiiil.s  ut  the  top  and  clear  trunk?,  nl 
the  root  they  are  coverefl  with  solid  green  moss. 
Here  ut  tiieir  feet  runs  nuijesticall}-  the  stream  from 
the  lake  we  were  apprf)ttching.  We  traveled  on  and 
soon  iK-f^an  to  notioe  fresh  s-igns  of  hears  •hich  im- 
parted a  new  impulse  fcf»  our  hope  of  success.  We 
pr-'ssed  on  prudently  untd  Wf  arrived  at  the  head  of 
the  stream  where  we  rested  a  while.  Father  Wrts 
thirsty  ami  went  down  to  the  stream  to  get  a  drink 
of  its  sparkling  liquid. 

While  sitting   there  I    was  in    a  position   to  gaii^e 
sicross  the  lake,  and  thought  I  observed  a  iilaek  body 
moving  in  the  thick  hushes  that  covered  the  shore  at 
that  place.     My  vision  was    fixed  on  that    spot  and  I 
was  soon  relieved  by  a  very    large  black  bear  emerg- 
ing from  the  thicket.     I  called  softly  to  father  that  I 
saw  a  bear,  which  had  by  this  time  walked    out  on  a 
gras.sy    point    and   began    to  lap    May  tlys    from  the 
lake.     Ou:   errand  was  to  set   the  trap   and  nothing 
more  chat  day  ;  on  account  of  the  burden  of  the  trap 
we  had  taken  a  single  barrel  muzzle  loading  shot  gun. 
We  deci  led  however  to  try  for  the  prize.     We  with- 
ilrew  the  charge  and  replaced  it  by  a  brace  of  bullets, 
nnd  measured  out  a  second  charge  ready  to  drop  into 
the  gun  :   the  above  and  a  small  condemned    hatchet 
with  a  broken  handle,  which  we  carried    for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  out   a  place   in  the  earth   wherein  to 
set  the  trap,  was  the  e{]uipment  of  our  warfare. 

Father  led  on  as  gunner.  Our  route  lay  around 
the  southeast  end  of  the  lake ;  the  tirst  part  we 
travelled  fast  until  wc  arrived  at  the-  end  of  the  lake, 
from  where  we  could  see  the  bear  still  feeding  along 
the   shore;  one  thing   in  our  favour  was  the   wind. 
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wFiich  was  blowing  as  previousl/  stated   down   Cher 
Iftke  from  the  norUi-west  a   stronj^f  breeze,  carrying 
before  it  all  scent  or   truces  ok"  the  same.     A  magniti- 
eent   niornrnf;   indeed,   a    bright  s»n   peering   dowi* 
through  cheery  spring  cloutte  on  the  blue  bossom  of 
the  majestic    little    lake   lying    nestled   annoug    the 
Hiountains,  was  a  sigl^t  not  soon  to  be  forgotten.     At 
this  part  of  the  lake  we  were  obliged  to  crawl,  being 
so  close  to  the  shore  that  we  bed  nothing  but  the  low 
taurels  in  which  to  conceal  ourselves.    Wp  were  some- 
what favoured  by  a  rude    path,  forn*ed  by  the    con- 
stant traveMng  of  wild  beasts,  along  which  we  were 
now   crawling,  and    which  led   into  a  kind   of  jungle 
out  of  which  if  we  kept  on  we  would  en>erge  near  a 
cove  in  the  lake,  making  the  distance  much  shorter^ 
little   thinking    that  we  should  experience  a   shock 
that  for  a   moment,  until   overcome,  would  chill  the 
blood  Id  our  veins  and  make  the  hairs  of  our  head  ta 
.stiffen.     We  were  just  properly  covered  in  the  jungle 
when  a  few  yards  from  us-in  the  dense  thicket  came  a 
rough   good   morning  in  the   form  of  a  tremendous' 
grunt  and  snort  mingled   with  terror ;    not  from  the 
bear  we  started  to  kill  but  another,  and  this  a  larp;e 
mother  bear  with  two  cubs     One  of  the   little   ones 
climbed  a  tree,  and  the  other   ran  in  the  jungle  with 
its   mother,   who  occa.«      ally  gave  vent  to  the  most 
hideous  sound   that  ever  fell   on  mortal  ears,  all  the 
while   keeping  ai  a   distance  and    moving  back    and 
forth  as  indicated  by  the  terrifying  noise,  as  if  wait- 
ing for  her  cub  to  return  to  her.     I  advised  father  to 
pay  attention  to  the  chances  of  seeing  and  shooting  the 
old  one  as  we  were  not  equipped  for  a  three  handed 
engagement  at  once  ;  we  were  perfectly  silent,  hoping 
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tlia't  the  mothfi-  would  come  to  the  fr  nt  to  see  aboot 
the   unwelcome    visitors   that   entered    her  domains 
without  warnintf.     While  w^  we*-e  en<leavoring  to  get 
the  jjuii  to  bear   on  tho  mother  the    little  one  came 
<lown  and  joined  the  other  two,  when  all  three  wisely 
repaired  to  another  part  o*' the  jungle.     Having  heard 
no   more  noise   than  the   snorting   of  the   bear,   we 
determined  to  move  on  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  a 
shot  at  t^e  bear  we  last  saw  f'^'nlinp  along   the  shore 
of  the  lake.     When   we  got   out  of   the  thicket   we 
found  the  first  bear  still  on  the  marsh  but  displaying 
uoeasiness,  and   a  few  moments  later  he   turned  and 
ran  for  the  wo<»ds  before  we  were  within  gun  shot,  of 
him.     W«   were  'defeated,  and  attributed    it   to   th-e 
awful  iKyise  made  by  the  mother  bear  that  had  given 
us  such  a  rough  greeting.     We  returned  to  the  brook 
where  we  left  the  trap    lying,  ate   a  lunch,   and  took 
the  trap  a  little  further,  s  .tting  it  in  an  old  path  not 
many  yards  from  where  my  brother   and  Mr.  C.  had 
met  with  .such  discouragement.     It  was  now    getting 
too  late  to  do  anything  more  than  return  home.     We 
however,   regarded  the  other  side  of  the  lake  as  the 
best  place   for  the  trap,  where  it  was  placed  and  my 
brother  had   the  pleasure  of  taking   a  bear  out   of  it 
within  one  wet!:  of  the  date  of  removal.     When^i  we 
arrived  just  at  the  close  of   day,  having   had    a  hard 
day's   work  and  an  experience   that   Cf n   never   be 
forgotten. 
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CHAPTER    XL 


WHILE   VISITIXf}   OUR   BEAR  TRAP   WE   ENCOUNTER 
SIX    REARS. 

While  on  a  visit  to  our  bear  trap  in  -y  niuoty- 
four  uiy  father  and  I  sh.ared  in  a  piece  oi  sport  not 
soon  to  be  for^^otten. 

It  was  now  about  eifjht  days  since  we  iiad  visited 
■  ur  bear  trap,  postponing;  the  trip  from  day  to  (isy  on 
account  of  bad  weadier.     The  morning  of  the  cay  on 
vvbich  we  paid  this  visit  appeared  with  its  usual  dark 
and  Jowry  clouds  indicating  rain.     The  distant  wood- 
lands seemed  to  lie  meekly  bowinjr  as  darkness  gav 
place  to  light.      We  had  hoped  that  the  day  would  be 
tine,  and  were  tl  eretore  disappointed  ;  but  however 
lesolved  to  take  tiie  chances.      We  had  our  trap  setting 
at  the  shore  of  C.  Lake  some  five  or  six  miles  from 
home,  in  a  region   that  presented  an    i<leal  home  for 
wild  b<iars.     At  this  point  a    thought   may  enter  tlu^ 
ri'ader'.s  mind.     Why  are  bears  found  to  prowl  around 
the  shores    of  lakes    in   the    early    spring  time  i     In 
reply  I  have  to  say  this  is  the  outcome  of  an  instinct 
they  pc,    -ss  and  seems  to   characterize  that  animal 
ycneially. 

In  my  study  of  this  anim  il's  habits,  I  Hud  the 
first  article  they  eat  after  arousing  from  the  long 
winter''*  sleep  con-^ists  of  portions  of  low  wilo  fern, 
tir  buds  and  shells.  This  article  of  food  as  we  may 
term  it,  appears    to  lie    taken   to  act    as  a    nurfrutive 
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which  is  doubtless  necessary  after  a  long  winter  term ; 
it  is  easily  observed  in  all  wild  animals  that  they 
have  a  desire  for  health  and  cleanliness.  The  second 
course  in  the  victualling  department  of  the  king  of 
our  forests  is  the  May  fly,  whose  sparkling  appear- 
ance is  a  pleasure  to  the  angler,  and  whose  swarming 
multitudes  prove  defeat. 

The  May  fly,  niost  plentiful  of  winged  lake  insects, 
derives  its  name  from  the  month  of  the  year  during 
which  it  has  its.  birth,  matures,  and  generally  dies. 
If  the  reader  will  visit  the  shores  of  a  fresh  water 
lake  about  the  first  of  May,  he  will  observe  a  short 
distance  under  the  surface,  clinging  to  sticks  or  rocks, 
a  small  object  very  closely  resembling  in  appearance 
the  extreme  point  of  a  swaying  river  flag,  with  little 
white  stripes  across  it.  According  as  the  weather 
grows  warmer,  so  the  insect  approaches  maturity  and 
also  rises  to  the  surface,  where  it  lies  as  floating  lake 
debris ;  a  few  more  sunny  days  will  rind  the  floating 
matter  clinging  to  rocks  with  body  varying  from  one 
quarter  to  a  half  inch  in  length,  and  about  one 
sixteenth  in  diameter,  with  wings  on  the  back,  which 
instead  of  lying  along  the  side  when  not  in  motion, 
stand  upward  from  the  body.  This  insect  is  found 
on  some  lakes  in  greater  swarms  than  in  others,  in 
fact  there  are  some  lakes  on  which  this  insect  does 
not  appear.  The  life  of  the  May  fly  is  short,  varying 
from  four  to  six  weeks,  when  it  drops  into  the  lake 
again  and  is  gathered  by  the  lake  breezes  and  driven 
into  the  little  coves  and  on  marshy  flats,  where  they 
become  mixed  with  the  lake  debris.  I'have  seen  as 
many  as  six  bears  during  one  day  on  the  chores  of  a 
lake  feeding  on  the   great  quantities  of    May  fly  that 
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had  drifted  in  the  coves.  The  next  resort  Mr.  Bruin 
relies  upon  for  food  is  the  river  whore  he  proves  a 
clever  fisherman,  thence  to  wooded  swamps,  and 
barren  wilds.  It  is  remarkable  that  such  an  animal 
can  exist  on  Puch  means  of  sustenance,  but  here  the 
supernatural  intervenes,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  in 
forming  that  body  the  organs  were  appointed  to 
derive  nutrition  from  such  sources  as  just  named. 

The  wind  was  blowing  from  the   eastward  when 
we  left  home  to  traverse  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  forest, 
lake  and  stream.     The  first  couple  of  miles  we  had 
hope  of  seeing  nothing  larger   than  an  otter  or  musk- 
rat.    It  required  a  couple  of  hours  to  get  into  the  heavy 
forest  and  by  the   time   we    arrived  at    the  stream 
running  from  this  far  famed   lake   it  was   drizzling 
rain.     The  approach  to  the   lake  was   covered  with  a 
thick  mass   of  spruce   and    firs,    short  and   thickly 
limbed.     The   travelling  a  few  hundred   yards  back 
from  the   lake   shore  was   excellent,  being   through 
exceedingly   tall  heavy  birch,   which  if  it   had   the 
foliage   would    represent   a    scene  on   the   Amazon, 
rather   than  a   No /a    Scotia   forest.      We   travelled 
along  through  this  forest  admiring  the   answer   to 
nature's  bidding,  and  passing  through  the  edge  of  the 
more  densely  wooded  parts,  of  the  lake,  we  soon  dis- 
covered that  we   were  closer  to  thi  lake  than  we  had 
imagined,  when   a  few  steps  farther  we  were  able  to 
look  out  on  the  lake  from  an   elevation  of   fifty  feet. 
As  is  the  hunter's  mode,  we  did  not  expose  ourselves 
immediately   but   peered   through  a  thickly  limbed 
bush— there  met  our  gaze  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the 
lake  a  large  m(>*her  bear  and  her  two  cuKs,  they  were 
out  on  a   marshy   point   feeding   on    May   Hy.     We 
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watched  their  actions   a  little    while  and   concluded 
they  intended  to  travel  around  the   cove  following  in 
from  the  point  just   mentioned,  arriving  at   this  con- 
clusion we  started  out  to  meet   them,  feeling  satisfied 
that  if   we   could   kill  the   mother  bear,   we   should 
experience  little  difficulty  in  securing  the  cubs.     Our 
plan    was  to   creep  to  a    bunch  of   thick    trees   and 
remain  perfectly  silent  waiting  until  Mrs.  Bruin  and 
her  two  little   children     would    stroll    by.     But    her 
ladyship  decided  to  go  directly  back  when  done  feed- 
ing, causing  defeat,  and  robbing    us  of  the  sport  we 
prized  so  much      Upon    ac-epting  defeat  we  did  not 
rush  to  the  lake  with  violence,  but  crept  back  almost 
as  stealthily  as  we  came.     We  crept  down  to  where 
our  trap  was  setting  and  found  it  undisturbed  except 
a  few  leaves  blown  off  which  had  servec^  as  a  cover- 
ing, replacing  those,  we  crept   away  agaui  very  care- 
fully.    Before  leaving  the  lake  for   home,  which  was 
our  present  intention,  we  rested  a   while,  taking  cold 
luncheon    at    m    spot    overlooking   the    lake.     1   sat 
facing  the  lake  and  while  partaking  of  food  kept  my 
gaze  fized  on  the  opposite   shore ;  the  dulness  of  the 
sky,  the  easterly  wind  with   a  mist   caused   it  to  be- 
come quite    difficult  to  see   any  distance  among  the 
trees.     We  had  eaten  our  lunch  and  intended  to  move 
on    for  home.     I  had  not  stirred,   but  kept   my  eyes 
firmly  fixed  on  a  dark    spot  behind    some  limbs  ;  at 
this  moment  a  nice  sized  l)ear  pushed  out  slowly  and 
cautiously  towards  the  shore.     I  drew  father's  atten- 
tion, and  just  then  another  of  the    same  size  pushed 
out.     We  were  pleased   to  see  and   know    they  wer^ 
there,    and  began    to  plan    although   getting  late,    to 
go  and   creep   them.— the  hunter's   term.    °The  two 
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bears  fed  slowly  along  the  shore   eating   the  May  fly 
that  had  drifted  in.     About  this  time   another  bear 
emerged  from  the  wood?   it  eclipsed  all  other  bears  I 
have   ever  seen.     As   this  tremendous    beast  pushed 
out   from  cover   I  could   hardly   remain   silent.     Oh 
monster,  of  forest  wilds   the  giant.     The   two   bears 
that  came  out  from  cover  first,  appeared  to   shrink 
before  our  eyes.     In  the  last  bear  that  emerged  from 
the  thicket  there  appeared  to   be  something  to  cause 
the  stoutest  heart  to  shrink.     As  the  mammoth  beast 
climed  over  rocks  and  old  stumps  man  appeared  to  be 
living  in  terror,  and   yet  the   exciting  sport  was   too 
good  to  give  way  to   such  thoughts.     At   length  we 
decided  to   go  down    to  the   side   of   the  lake  until 
directly  opposite,  and  fire  from  there,  it  being  too  late 
to  engage   in  the  task  of  creeping  around  the  lake  to 
them.     We  arrived   at  the  proposed  place  and  there 
■directly   before  us  were  three  bears,    two  of  ordinary 
size  and  one  uncommonly  large.     I  could  not  get  in  a 
good  position  but  however  I  brought  the  rifle  to  bear 
on  the   shoulderblade   of  the   largest  and   fired  ;  the 
shot  did  not  prove  as   fatal  as   it  should  have  done. 
The  two  small  bea-s  fled  instantly  and  could  be  seen 
no  more;  the  large  one  fell  back  towards  the  lake  and 
father  immediately  fired,  but  owing  to  the  long  range 
and  his  small  experience  with  the  new  breach  load- 
ing gun,  the   shot   was  ineflectual,  and  by  this  time 
tlie  great  beast    had  recovered  and  was  sheltered  by 
the  limbs  of  a  large  trea     We  remained   silent  for  a 
time  and   as  we   listened  we  could   hear  the  monster 
gruntin^   with  agony  as  if   endeavoring  to  get  away. 
We  now  starred  around  the  lake  hurrying   with  all 
speed,  regardless  of  man  or  beast,  to  find  traces  of  the 
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severely  wounded  bear,  but  as  it  was  growing  dark 
and  the  travelling  was  bad  we  were  forced  toabandoi> 
further  pursuit. 

Just  before  leaving  the  scene  of  action  we  separat- 
ed, going  in  different  directions,  still  hoping  to  disturb 
the  wounded  animal.  While  we  were  separated  father 
started  a  small  bear  just  catching  a  glimpse  of  it  as  it 
ran  away,  but  not  knowing  just  the  direction  I  was 
in  he  was  afraid  to  tire — shortly  after  I  came  up  to 
him  having  been  unsuccessful.  We  had  a  lor>g 
distance  and  bad  roads  before  us,  and  as  the  shades 
of  night  were  falling  we  were  compelled  to  travel 
carefully  and  slowly,  to  mak  sure  of  our  way.  We 
arrived  home  a  long  while  after  dark.  Leaving  a 
lasting  impression  on  my  memory  of  a  piece  of  sport 
rarely  enjoyed,  but  made  miserable  by  the  report  of  a 
party  a  while  afterward  telling  that  they  passed 
close  by  the  body  of  a  large  animal  in  such  a  state  of 
decomposition  that  they  could  not  make  a  close  in- 
spection. From  the  statement  rendered,  the  direction 
they  were  in,  proves  that  the  bear  struggling  to  get 
rid  of  the  death  summons  travelled  as  far  as  its 
strength  suffered,  and  then  laid  down  and  died. 


CHAPTER    XII. 


WHILE  TAKING  A  LARGE  BEAR  OUT  OF  THE  TRAP  THREE 
OTHERS  COME  DOWN  TO  THE  LAKE. 

Taking  a   large  bear  out  of  a   trap  is  an  exciting 
piece  of  sport  of  which  I  have  enjoyed  much, 

Mr.  C,  who  is  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this 
book,  and  myself  started  early  one  morning  in  May 
to  visit  three  large  bear  traps.     We  had  a  pear  shaped 
journey  to  make.     Our  first  trap  was   setting  by  "the 
shore  of  R.  River:  we   had  a  hard  time  gett-ng   up 
the  large  lake,  the  wind  blowing   from  the  northwest 
astrcng  breeze;  the  clouds  appeared   to  be  tearing 
away  from  each  other  and  hurrying  on  to  settle  away 
below  the   eastern   horizon,  nevertheless    we  reached 
the  landing  place   quite  safely  and  proceeded  to  trap 
G.    It  was  pleasant  travelling  over  the  mountains  that 
lay  in  our  path.     Upon  reaching   the  river  valley  we 
found  the  trap  untouched,  and  immediately  proceeded 
to  trap  A  at  C.  Lake,  one  of  the  most  renowned  for 
bears  I   have  ever  heard  tell  of.     Permit   me   to  say 
here,  that  we  have  built  a  small  boat  and   put  in  this 
lake  and   nam.d  her  Little  Queenie,  for    no  other 
purpose   than    completing    the    equipment    for   the 
proper  convenience   of  bear    hunting.      As   we   ap- 
proached the  shores  of  C.   Lake  we  did  it   cautiously, 
and  arrivfid  at  a   point  directly   opposite  our  trap  A. 
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To  our  Joy  when  we  peererl  across  the  lake  there  met 
our  gaze  a  splendid  large  bear  in  the  trap :  the  beast 
was  trying  to  pull  over  a  tree  it  had  gnawed  almost 
off,  and  its  manner  represented  extreme  agony, 
Without  delay  we  hastened  to  where  we  had  secreted 
queenie  and  pushing  off  the  tiny  bark  we  stepped 
in.  A  nice  breeze  coming  do<vn  the  lake,  the  sun 
pouring  down  on  her  deep  blue  bosom,  as  she  nestled 
between  the  heavily  wooded  hills  to  the  northeast, 
forming  an  unbroken  forest  around  to  the  west,  the 
remainder  being  sparcely  wooded  mountains.  Here 
as  a  queen  enhanced  independent  of  foreign  aid,  she 
appears  to  join  in  our  revelry  as  she  holds  in  her 
peaceful  lap  the  victim  of  the  hunter's  skill.  We  had 
only  gone  a  few  yards  when  we  observed  a  bear  to 
the  north  of  the  victim  we  had  securely  fastened  in 
the  jaws  of  death.  We  dropj)ed  our  oars  instantly 
and  allowed  our  little  craft  to  drift  back  before  the 
breeze  now  coming  down  the  lake.  A  friendly  squall 
soon  brought  our  little  bark  to  land  a^ain,  at  the 
same  time  causing  a  point  to  jut  out  between  us  and 
the  bear  that  was  playing  at  the  north  end  of  the 
lake.  We  landed  and  hurried  along  the  densely 
wooded  way  to  the  brook  where  w^  were  confined  to 
creeping.  Having  very  good  cover  under  which  to 
creep  we  soon  arrived  at  the  place  intended,  but  only, 
to  find  that  the  bear  had  gone  back  from  the  lake. 
Disappointed  but  not  dismayed  we  returned  to  our 
noble  little  craft,  but  before  going  out  on  the  lake 
again  we  observed  two  more  bears  walking  along  the 
path  a  few  hundred  yards  south  of  the  one  in  the 
trap,  Mr.  C.  having  the  rifle  in  his  hands  at  once  took 
aim  and  fired,  the  bear  he  fired  at  appeared  to  fall 
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directly  upon  the  discharge  of  the  gun  and  at  that 
moment  we  thought  we  would  have  two  bears  to  take 
away  from  the  lake.  We  thereupon  embarked  for 
the  opposite  shore  but  could  Hnd  no  traces  of  victim 
number  two,  but  there  is  no  doubt  the  bear  was  hit 
and  fatally  wounded.  About  seven  months  later  a 
skeleton  was  found  about  the  size  of  the  animal  we 
shot  at,  and  lying  only  three  or  four  hundred  yards 
away  from  the  place  it  was  fired  at. 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  one  awaiting   its  doom 
in  th3  trap.     He  had  succeeded    in  carrying  it  about 
ten  yards  when  the  stick  caught  in  a  couple  of  trees 
and  he  could  get  no  farther.     Here   the   animal   dis- 
played its  power  by  tearing  up  large  roots,  breaking 
off  limbs  of  trees,  pulling  turf  off  the  rocks,  etc.     As 
we  approached  the  shore  the  animal  snarled  and  the 
little    keen    eyes   sparkled   savagely,    but   we  soon 
.  relieved  him  of   his  suffering.     The  leg   was   broken 
leaving  only  the  skin  on  one   side  holding   it.     We 
took  the  bear  and   trap  into  the    boat  loading  her  to 
her  utmost  capacity,  and  crossed  the  lake,  where  we 
skinned  the  animal  throwing  the  carcas  to  the  eagles 
of  the  valley,  set  the  trap  in  a  new  place  and  wended 
our   way  home,   having   had   sport  in  bear  hunting 
almost  unequelled,  and  a  sight  that  is  the  privilege  of 
few  to  behold. 
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THE   HABITS   AND   HAUNTS  OF   BEARS. 

Travelling    through  the   forest,  the   hunter  and 
angler   frequently    beholds  an    ant  hill  torn,   a  stone 
turned    over  so  that  the    bottom    will  appear    white 
while  the  top  which    is  now    the  reverse,  is   coloured 
from  being  exposed  to  the  storms  of  centuries — or  the 
thin  edge  of  turf  raised  from  its  primitive    bed  lying 
along  the  side   of  a  cliti".     The   enquirer  may  justly 
attribute   the  same  to  a  result  of  Bruin's  toil      It  is 
almost  unreasonable  to  believe    that  such  a   ferocious 
beast  as  the  wild    bear  would  endeavor  to  subsist  on 
the  nutriment  derived  from  such  a  frivolous  insect  as 
the  ant,    but  it  is   nevertheless  true  tliat   the  ant  is 
often  f-esorted  to  for  a  dinner.     Sometimes  Bruin  will 
tear  off  turf  for  exercise.     I  watched  one  performing 
such    labor  in  the  early  part   of   autumn,    when    the 
berries  were  ripe  and  plentiful.     I  had  no  gun  on  this 
occasion.     It  was  amusing  to  seu  the  great  beast  play- 
ing there  in  the  sunset.     I  was  elevated  about  eighty 
feet  on   the  west  side  of  a  river,  and  tlie  bear  was 
performing  his    labor  on  the   eastern    side   directly 
opposite.     On  the   eastern  side  the   mountains   rose 
abruptly,  with  the  sidus  thickly  wooded,  and  near  the 
the   top   two  peaks   formed    an   eh'vation  of   about 
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thirty  feet  above  the  intervening  space  which  was 
about  one  <]uarter  cf  a  mile,  and  formed  a  large 
marsh ;  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  rose  a  large  flat 
cliff  somewhat  inclined  toward  the  swamp.  On  this 
cliff  Bruin  performed  his  toil,  nor  did  he  soon  grow 
tired.  Climbing  the  sides  of  the  cliff  he  would  put 
his  paws  under  a  large  piece  of  turf  and  pull,  some- 
times letting  go  or  tearing  his  paws  through,  when  it 
would  tumble  down  tie  incline  to  the  swamp  The 
animal  performed  this  play  on  the  granite  stage  more 
than  a  dozen  times  before  the  darkucss  enclosed  it 
from  view.  I  made  up  my  mind  to  visit  the  place 
the  following  day,  which  I  did. 

I  travelled  until    I  was   directly  to   leeward  with 
the  wind  blowing  a  very  light  breeze  from  the  south- 
west and  threatening  to  become   calm,    which   very 
unfortunately  for  me   it  did.     However  I   crept  on 
slowly  and   cautiously  during   which  time  the  south- 
west wind  was   replaced   by  a   light  draft   from  the 
northeast,   and   utterly   betraying   me.      I    kept   on 
creeping  and  climbing  till  I  reached  the  summit  of 
the  mountain,  where  I  intended    to  rest   and  survey 
the  country.     The   reader   may   fancy   my   surprise 
when  beyond  a   safe  rifleshot,   stood  Bruin  erect,   he 
was  taking  acent  of  me  slowly  moving  his  head  back 
and  forth  with  the  nose  upward.    The  animal  remain- 
ed in  that  position  for  about  a  minute  from  the  time 
I  saw  it  how  long  before  I  cannot  tell,   but  not  con- 
tent to   remain   long  in   that   position  the  bear  got 
down  and  sauntered  off  slowly,  occasionally  stopping 
and  looking  round,  indicating  a  desire  to  know  what 
was  lying  behind  the  cliff.     The    bear  kept   up  the 
Slow  pace  and  inquiring   halt,  until   it  rinally  disap- 
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peared  in  the  thicket.  I  visited  tlu  pKce  a  few  days 
later  hoping  to  see  the  bear  aid  ^ef  i.,se'  but  could 
tind  no  trace  of  him. 

Bears  are  known  to  be  mischievo-..  tormenting 
«things.  I  recollect  a  few  years  -;u,  during  the 
autumn,  father  had  some  snares  setting  m  the  course 
oi  his  route.  During  his  first  visits  it  appeared  to 
him  that  some  person  p;^shed  his  snares  out  of  the 
■way.  At  length  he  discovered  that  he  wa?  keeping 
the  snares  in  order  for  the  benefit  and  amusement  of 
a  bear.  We  brought  a  trap  ont  aiad  set  it  in  a,  swamp 
thickly  covered  with  spruce,  not  far  from  the  place 
wh  t.^  Bruin  had  performed  his  clever  stealing.  We 
bailed  the  trap  and  a  few  days  later  father  had  the 
pleasure  of  finding  the  clever  thief  a  prisoner,  with 
masSiVe  steel  handcuffs  on. 

Another  mischievous  trick  of  Bruin  came  to  my 
notice  as  follows:  We  had  one  of  our  lake  boats 
turned  bottom  up  in  the  shade  of  some  large  trees  to 
keep  the  rays  of  the  summer  sun  from  destroying  it 
As  we  approached  it  one  autumnal  morning  we  ob- 
served whit  t'pots  on  the  edges  of  the  lake.  As  we 
•drew  closer  wj  noticed  hieces  lying  on  the  ground 
below  the  spah«  on  the  boat  Over  and  above  the 
spots  on  the  boat  v»'e.-e  great  marks,  like  white  lines, 
drawn  over  the  boat  It  was  diffeult  at  first  to  at- 
tribute it  to  the  right  source,  but  on  looking  about 
•carefully  we  soon  discDvered  proof  beyond  a  doubt 
that  it  was  clever  Bruin  that  had  been  trying  to  turn 
■our  boat  over.     I  have  kept  the  pieces  as  a  souvenier. 

Another  time  I  witnessed  two  bears  playing.  On 
this  occasion  I  was  coming  out  of  the  forest,  accom- 
panied by  ray  father.     We  had   extended  the  routd 
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through  wild  and  dreary  rej^lons,  until  the  sun  wa» 
just  above  the  western  horizon.  We  had  journeyed  a. 
few  miles  in  the  I'irection  of  home,  but  had  not  yet 
come  out  of  the  ideal  haunts  of  the  wild  black  bear. 
The  route  we  pursued  led  thruu^jh  a  deep  shady  valley, 
throu<jh  which  a  very  gentle  stream  found  its  way,, 
travelling  to  the  sea.  On  thn  etist  side  of  the  stream, 
about  a  hundred  yards  from  its  bank,  there  followed 
the  base  of  a  mountain,  which  arose  abruptly  to  one- 
hundred  feet  high.  The  west  side  of  the  mountain 
was  exceedingly  rocky,  with  abundance  cf  alder,, 
withrod,  and  low  spreading  spruce  trees,  with  some 
stunteil  lurch  and  maple.  As  the  last  rays  of  the 
•letting  sun  shone  on  this  ragged  mountain  it  pre.sent- 
ed  an  id*^'-  '  aunt  for  bears.  The  long  valley,  exceed- 
ingly dr  an  we  passed  on  down  the  little  winding 
path  which  led  sometimes  very  close  to  the  brook,  it 
appeared  as  if  .ve  should  see  or  disturb  a  wild  beast 
at  any  jaoment.  We  wei'e  emerging  from  a  fearful 
mass  of  swamp  thicket  when  I  beheld  two  liears,  one 
standing  on  a  large  rock  and  the  other  down  by  a 
bunch  of  alders,  not  far  from  the  summit  of  the 
mountain.  They  saw  us  at  the  same  time.  The  one 
that  vffH  so  elevated  sprang  to  the  rock,  bounding 
among  some  alders  with  such  force  that  one  would 
fancy  its  bones  shottered.  The  bears  now  gave  vent 
to  a  shrill  barking  noise,  that  sounded  in  the  valley 
and  along  the  mountain  side.  Wo  went  in  pursuit  of 
them  but  without  succes.s.  They  had  fled  to  the 
thicket,  where  the  daricne.ss  of  nig'  t  w  hich  was  fast 
settling  down  and  enveloping  space  from  horizon  to 
horizon  aided  in  concealing  them  We  were  forced  to 
retreat  and  proceed  on  our  way  for  home,  reaching  it 
long  after  night. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 
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■^VHILE   PROVING   A   DEX,   SUDDENLY  THE  AWFL'L  TUSKS 
OF  A  REAR  COME  WITHIN  A  FEW  INCHES  OF  MY  FACE, 

One  morning  late  in  December,  '96,  two  gentlemen, 
Mr.  C.  and  Mr.  F.,  expressed  a  desire  to  jc  in  me  in  a 
visit  to  the  old  bear  den  out  of  which  we  had  taken, 
some  years  before,  one  of  the  laj-gest  and  finest  of 
black  bears. 

We  were  soon  ecjiiipped  for  the  trip,  and  started 
<m  at  a  good  rate,  that  our  time  would  be  extended  in 
the  forest.  A  special  aid  to  our  speed  was  the  frozen 
lakes,  which  enabled  us  to  make  our  route  for  the 
most  part  straight  until  we  reached  the  den, 
which  was  located  on  a  hillside  in  the  luidsi  of  a 
<]ensely  wooiled  swamp.  To  the  eastward  lay 
thousands  of  acres  of  barren  waste,  covered  with  a 
thick  admixture  of  low  shrubl;ery.  Occusionall}^  a  long 
range  of  base  cliff  projected.  Here  and  there  an  old 
tree  stood  out  conspicuously,  as  a  remaining  witness 
of  the  (iiiee  splendid  forest  that  cove'-ed  those  wilds. 
We  soon  reached  the  old  den,  only  to  find  it  a  ruin, 
the  den  had  been  formed  by  an  excavation  beneatli 
the  roots  of  a  „ree  which  ha<l  l*een  thrown  over  by 
the  force  of  tiie  elements  in  their  fury,  tlie  life  be- 
<*ame  extinct,  leaving  the  roots  which  served  as  raftei-s 
to  decompose,  and  finally  the  top  fell  in  filling  up 
Bruin's  clever  piece  of  earth  work.  Not  dismayed 
we  extended  the  route   in  the   more  denseh    wooded 
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parts   of  the   forest,  closely   inspecting  any  cleft   or 
hollow  root   that  gave   indications   of  a   bear's  den. 
We  travelled  some  distance   along  a  pathle?s  swamp, 
out  of  which  we  emerged  and  were  now  ascending  a 
small  hill,  when  I  observed  an  excavation  beneath  a 
large  tree  similar  to   the   original  appearance  of  the 
den  we  had  just   left ;  as   we  ascended   the   hill,  the 
place  was  regarded  as   a  porcupine  shelter,  but  the 
nearer  we  drew  the  stronger  the  evidence  became  that 
it  was  a  bear  den  ;  the  place  had  been  formed  after 
the   manner  of  a  tunnel,   with   two   outlets,  as   the 
elements  wrested  the   tree  from  its   original  position, 
there  followed  a  great  deal  of  turf,  which  served  as  a 
roof  to  the  den.     If  Bruin  was  there  he  was   very 
•luiet,  or  sleepy.     Not  .«>atistied  with  just  merely  talk- 
ing about  the  place  being   a  good   sight  for  a  bear'* 
winter  palace,  Mr.  C.  who  was  carrying  the  ritie  laid 
it  alongside,  and  began  to  disturb  the  leaves   in  the 
one   entrance  while    I    did    the  same   at   the   other 
end  of  the  tunnel  shaped  den.     We  were  both  on  our 
knees   at  work    renioving   Bruin's   winter   blankets, 
which  consisted  of  a  lot  of  leaves,  when   suddenly  I 
started  him  towards  my  friend   C  whose  face  almost 
touched  the  bear,  whereupon  he  retreated  from  that 
end  of  the  den,  determined   to  come  out  where  I  was, 
and   a  moment  later  the  mighty   paws  and   snarling 
face  of  a  black  bear  greeted    me  at  the  niouth  of  the 
den,  his  paws  landing  but  a  couple  of  inches  from  my 
knees.     As  I  knelt  before  the   black  monster,   I  had 
nothiUj^^  but  empty  hands  to  face  him  with,  and  I  tried 
to  get  out  of  the  way  as(iuicklyas  possible,  possessing 
no  desire  to  have  such  a  creature  in  my  arms,   much 
Jess  to  be  carried  away  in  his  deadly  embrace,  but  the 
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bear  was  upon  me,  a  moment  later  and  my  friend  C. 
sent  a  snider  bullet  through  the  monster's  heart.  In 
a  position  like  the  above  is  where  the  staying  (juali- 
ties  of  a  friend  is  proved.  Man  in  full  sympathy 
with  his  fellowman.  Had  he  forsaken  me  the  result 
is  better  imagined  than  discribed  ;  the  seriousness  of 
such  a  situation  can  never  be  forgotten,  it  is  the 
privilege  of  a  glimpse  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  another  step  and  I  should  have  been  beneath 
the  power  of  those  lacerating  claws  and  rending 
tusks,  the  victim  of  a  heartless  monster.  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  that  my  friends  C.  and  F. 
stood  by  me  like  men  in  the  hour  of  extreme  peril, 
and  became  the  instr-i mental  power  of  wresting  me 
from  the  jaws  of  death.  After  going  through  the 
usual  course  of  butchering  at  the  den,  we  proceeded 
direct  for  home,  where  we  arrived  just  as  daylight 
gave  place  to  night,  closing  one  of  the  most  eventful 
days  of  peril  and  sport  it  may  be  my  lot  ever  to 
experience,  and  a  journey  never  to  be  forgotten. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


A   PECULIAR    INCIDENT    LEADS   TO  THE     FINDING   OF   A 
BEAR    DEN    IX    WHICH    BRUIN    IS    KILLED. 

It  is  not  always  the  hunter  of  many  years  experi- 
ence and  much  roving,  that  is  crowned  with  success 
in  discovering  bear  dens.  I  have  frequently  had 
the  privilege  of  converijing  with  men  of  thirt}'  and 
forty  years  experience,  and  much  surprised  to  hear 
them  say  they  never  fornd  a  hear  den.  The  bear 
dens  I  have  found  have  been  purely  incidental  as 
hereinbefore  related  and  described. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  reader  to  relate  the 
incidental  finding  of  a  bear  den  by  my  friend  C.  who 
so  faithfully  performed  the  duty  becoming  manliness 
as  related  in  the  preceeding  chapter.  He  and  a  friend 
D.  had  a  pleasant  little  route  not  extending  far  into 
the  forest,  but  affording  much  sport  in  small  game. 
It  was  about  mid-winter  when  there  appeared  to  be 
uo  use  for  the  gun  on  such  a  short  trip,  they  carried 
^nothing  more  defensive  than  a  hatchet  and  sheath 
knife.  Tiiey  visited  their  traps  and  snares  several 
times  without  any  strange  occurance.  On  one  occas- 
ion they  startel  a  rabbit  from  its  setting  phice.  Mr. 
C.  at  once  placed  a  snare  in  its  road  after  whicL  he 
made  a  large  circuit  to  make  the  little  creature 
ret.reat.  He  had  not  gone  far  when  a  jet  black  spot 
attracted  his  attention,  which  he  curiously  inspected, 
The   place   where   he   observed   the    black   spot  was 


II 


W^'^m       >-i».T  '^ 


80 

beneath  a  large  rock,  it  presented  an  appearance  Vuze 
that  c»f  a  mine  shaft,  almost  immeasurable  in  depth. 
He  crept  very  cautiously  to  the  rock  and  peeping  over 
discovered  that  the  black  spot  under  the  rock  was  the 
t'oreshoulder  and  neck  of  a  bear.  Meanwhile  his 
friend  called  out  for  him ;  he  dare  not  answer  but 
endeavored  to  get  away  as  easily  as  possible,  and  he 
was  soon  in  the  presence  of  his  friend  and  related  the 
accidental  finding  of  a  bear  den.  They  then  hastened 
home  for  firearms  but  were  disappointed,  a  brother 
having  the  nfle  away  on  a  shooting  excursion.  That 
night  it  began  to  rain,  which  cast  a  gloom  over  their 
hopes,  it  continued  somewhat  rainy  until  next  night 
keeping  them  in  awful  suspense  for  fear  of  losing 
their  sport.  The  following  morning  came  and  with 
it  unwelcome  showers,  but  they  decided  that  the  time 
had  come  when  the  prize  must  be  won,  ajd  so  they 
started  of  with  two  guns,  prepared  to  take  all  the 
unpleasantness  of  travelling  through  wet  bushes  for 
the  sport  of  bear  killing.  They  reached  the  place  not 
knowing  whether  the  prize  had  fled  or  not.  Mr.  C 
prepared  for  battle  and  crept  around  tb.e  large  rock 
as  previously  described,  being  much  pleased  to  find 
drowsy  Bruin  undisturbed.  He  spoke  to  his  comrades 
in  distinct  tones— he's  here.  The  animal  thereupon 
raised  its  head  and  Mr.  C.  fired  killing  it  instantly. 
They  soon  had  the  animal  skinned,  and  set  out  for 
home,  attributing  the  finding  of  the  uen  to  the  hunt- 
ing of  a  rabbit. 
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In  placing  before  the  public  this  brief  history  the 
writer  hereby  declares  its  validity.  The  reader  there- 
fore may  expect  to  tind  just  such  traits  in  Bruin  as 
this  brief  history  relates.  Having  been  engaged  ia 
the  killing  of  them  in  each  season  of  the  year,  and 
having  carefully  observed  its  characteristics,  haunts^ 
habits,  food,  the  kind,  and  manner  of  obtaining  it,. 
their  winter  quarters,  how  formed  and  where  gener- 
ally located.  All  this  may  prove  helpful  to  the 
amateur  who  may  vindicate  his  aspirations  for  the 
sport  of  slaying  the  fiercest  and  most  terrible  of  our 

forest  animals. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

X.  B.  FADER. 
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THE  HUNTER'S  STORY. 


The  subject  of  this  story 
We  all  know  very  well, 
But  within  the  lines  of  poetry 
There's  something  yet  to  tell. 
'Tis  the  experience  of  the  writer, 
Who  o'er  hills  and  dales  did  go, 
Accompanied  by  his  father 
To  hunt  our  forest  foe. 

The  dread  of  every  village — 
Most  daring  in  our  land- 
Is  chased  by  these  two  hunters 
Until  face  to  face  they  stand. 
By  the  side  of  a  calm  still  water, 
With  the  sky  so  clear  and  bright. 
They  meet  their  bold  pursuer 
And  forthwith  engage  in  fight. 


They  stop  just  for  a  moment 
And  to  each  other  say- 
Have  we  sufficient  firearms 
To  take  his  life  away. 
What  a  thrilling  time  for  hunters 
As  the  thought  now  passes  o'er, 
If  we  just  wounded  Bruin, 
We  may  be  at  death's  door. 


The  hunters  then  began  the  fight — 
The  ffun  was  levelled  o'er, 
The  fiiiccer  on  the  trigger  bent 
And  Bruin  was  no  more. 
They  skinned  the  mighty  monarch 
And  then  pursued  their  way 
With  many  thanks  to  Providence 
For  the  prize  they  gained  that  day. 

They  reach  their  home  in  triumph, 
Greeted  by  their  friends  again, 
One  more  added  to  the  number 
Of  the  many  bears  they've  shiin. 
Thus  ends  this  thrilling  story 
Of  the  men  we  know  .so  well, 
Who  within  the  pages  of  this  book 
Do  many  stories  tell. 

Samiel  L.  Fader. 
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ESTIMATES  GIVEN  FOR  PLATE  CLASS. 

236  Arggle  Street,  near  Jacob  St 
HALIFAX,  K.  S. 


L 


t^<V^ 


me  Sell  the  PEST 


$2.00    HAT 

lllllllllllillllllitlllllllllMlltMMItlllllllsllluilllllllllir 


.J^ JN    HALIFAX. 


RICHARD'S 

33  C^orije  5tr?^t:. 


HEADPRTEfiS 


FOR 


BICYCLE 


f 


Bicyle  Suits  from  $4.50  to  $10 

In  Navy  Serjfe  and  Fancy  Tweeds. 

Caps  and  Stockings. 
Sweaters,  25e  to  $2.50 

In  Navy,  Grey,  Brown,  White,  Cardinal,  Tan  Colors. 

Underwear,  Sox,  White  and  Fancy  Shirts. 

*"  uNEs  IN  Unlaundried  White  Shirts 
at  40,  50,  60,  75e  and  $1.00. 

WATERPROOF  COATS  and  UMBRELLAS, 
HATS  and  CAPS, 

CHILDREN'S  TWEED  SUITS, 
TRUNKS  and  VALISES. 

ALBERT    DOWNEY, 

CENTS    FURNISHER, 

Cor.  BuckiDgham  aod  Barrington  Streets. 

i^^Mail  Orders  promptly  attended  to. 


1! 

1\ 


Liook  at  Tbisf 


W^hen  you  want  a  Hair  Cut  o.  Shave 
don't  forget  our  friend  MR.  Wfl.  MtRPBV, 
who's  HAIR   DRESSING  PARLOR  is 

next  door  to  Roya]  Hotel,  Ar„.yle  Street, 
where  you  can  get  your  Hair  Cut,  and 
be  shaved  by  the   best  Barbers   in   the 

City,  at  the  regular  prices.    Don't  forget 

the  place 


ROYAL  HOTEL 

zaip  pressing  ^arler 

ARGYLE  STREET. 

HALIFAX,   N.  S. 


"Hy  Papa  has  a  Pollc>      ' 
in  the  Federal  Life. 
What  has  your  Papa  ^ . 
Got?"  \ 


^>7^  PEDERAL 


Policies  World  Wide 
I     I  1^  f"*  ^^^^^  ^"*^  ^^'^  ''^^"'  Issue. 

IjIi    D    Assurance   Co. 
Head  Office:  HAMILTON,  CANADA. 

ACCUMMULATION    POLICIES. 

COMPOUND  INVESTMENT  POLICIES. 

GUARANTEED  INSURANCE  BONDS. 
Capital  and  Assets,  -  $1,051,610,78 

Surplus  to  Policyholders,  •  $714,935.75 

JAS.  H.  BEATTY,  DAVID  DEXTER, 

President.  Managing  Director. 

Loans  made  on  Policies  after  2  years.     Paid  op  Policies  alter  3  years 

The  Nova  Scotia  Branch  Office  will  be  renioved 
May  1st,  1897,  from  the  Metropole  Building  to 

U/ri^l7t'8    fleu/    -St.  pauI"  Buildip^, 
Cor.  Barrington  &  Prince  Sts. 

Applicants  for  Agencies  apply  to 

m.    B.    HOESTIS, 

PROVINCIAL     MANAGER,    HALIFAX. 


RiCHARt)    S. 
THHAKSTO^^, 


■i 


(i 


I 


j(S> 


^ 


4 


Book  and    ir\    •       i_ 

JOB.  A.— Printer. 


LETTER  AND  NOTE  HEADS, 

STATEMENTS  AND  BILL  HEADS, 

ENVELOPES  AND  CIRCULARS, 

DODGERS   AND  POSTERS, 
ETC.,  ETC. 

287    Sappiipgtoip    (§tpeet,   ^alifax. 


Tlie  Halifax  Advertiser 

Published  every  Friday.  2,000  copies 
delivered  free  from  House  to  House, 
making  it  the  best  advertising  medium 
for  the  City  of  Halifax. 


RATES    LOW. 


PEOPLE'S  ma  mu. 

CHAl^IiOTTETOWfl,  P.  H.  I. 

Dealers  in  all   kinds  of 

(Jrocerles  and  Provl^lon^, 

WHOLESALE  and  RETAIL. 

Having  just  completed  a  full  stock  of  same  for  Spring 
and  Summer  Trade,  I  especially  invite  my  city  custo- 
mers, and  all  who  will  favour  me  with  a  call,  to 
inspect  the  same. 

I   ^LJV^ii. 

BUTTER,    EQGS    AND 
COUNTRY    GOODS 

^^When  coming  to  the  City  call  and  see  me. 

THE  PEOPLE'S  CASH  STORE, 

JOHN  WHEATLEY. 


N0TICE  »-3P»RiF3M6fJ.^ 

Anyone   who    enjoys   the   pleasure   of  Trout 
Fish  in  jf  can  be  accommodated  ct 

B^iyVIBW  POTEL,  BTIYglDE. 

18  miles  from  Halifax,  where  you  can  enjoy 
the  pleasure  of  fishing  on  a  variety  of  lakes 
equal  to  any  in  Nova  Scotia.  Boats  on  each 
lake  for  the  accominodation  of  Sportsmen,  iind 
within  a  few  minutes  of  .the  Hotel.  Tents  caii' 
,  be  hiul  at  the  Hotel  if  needed  for  the  pleaiuie 
of  campini;  out.  A  man  wno  undei-stands  the 
iishinjj  grounds  th  >roughly  will  he  on  hnnd  to 
accompany  anyone  who»  is  desirous  of  the 
pleasure  of  tishing.  We  also  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  we  can  accommodate 

RUMMER  -f  Be7iPERg3k-^ 

from  early  Spring  until  late  in  tbe  Autumn,  on 
very  reasonable  terms.  The  Hotel  contains  22 
rooms,  fitted  ■,- itii  every  convenience.  Situated 
near  the  bay,  where  the  water  is  smooth,  giving 
,  you  the  privilege  of  boating,  bathino,  sailing, 
etc.,  without  the  danger  of  rough  seas!  As  we 
have  entertained  some  of  the  most  prominent 
people  of  Halifax,  who  continue  visiting  our 
place  in  summer,  we  feel  confident  we  can 
accommodate  a  great  many  more  and  give  the 
same  satisfaction.. 

Respectfully  yours, 

MRS.    MARTIN    FADER, 

PROPRIETRESS. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to 

FADER   BROS. 

TEL.  asa.  ARGYLE   ST..  HALIFAX. 


jm^ 


1 


117751 

Fader,    N.P, 
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PerHouB   pdventureK  of  a   O'^ar 
hunter 


DATE 


ISSUED   TO 


Zu^        "77^/ 
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I 
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